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A S it was in the days of Noah and
L-\.Lot, so shall it be in the time of our
Lord's return. Let us refresh OUT
memory by reading the of our
Lord. "They did cat, they drank, they
married wives, they were given in
marriage, until the day that Noe entered
into the ark, and the flood came, and
destroyed them all. Likewise also as il
was in the days of Lot; they did cat, they
drank, they bought, they sold, they
planted, they builded; but the same day
that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire
and brimstone from heaven, and de-
stroyed them all. Even thus shall it be in
the day when the Son of man is re-
vealed." Luke 17:27-30

In Noah's day the world was corrupt
and filled with violence. There were
murders of every grade. Men were giants
physically and mentally, and they had
used their giant intellect in pursuits of
selfishness, covetousness, and immorality
until righteousness was about to be extin-
guished from the face of the earth. God
was forced to take the matter in hand. Our
prophet summarizes the history of that
age in these prophetic words:
"The sin of the antediluvians was in

perverting that which in itself was law-
ful. TIley corrupted God's gifts by using
them to minister to their selfish desires.
The indulgence of appetite and base
passion made their imaginations alto-
gether corrupt. The antediluvians were
slaves o[ Satan, led and controlled by
him." The Sevellth·day Advelltisr Bible
Commemary, vol. 1, 1090

"Before the destruction of the old
world by a flood, there were talented men,
men who possessed skill and knowledge.
But they became corrupt in their imagina·
tion, because they left God out of their
plans and councils. They were wise to do
what God had never told them to do, wise
to do evil. The Lord saw that this example
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would be deleterious to those who should
afterwards be born, and He took the
matter in hand. For one hundred twenty
years He sent them warnings through His
servant Noah. But they used the probation
so graciously granted them in ridiculing
Noah. They caricatured him and criticized
him. They laughed at him [or his peculiar
earnestness and intense feeling in regard
to the judgments which he declared God
would surely fulfill. They talked of
science and of the laws controlling nature.
Then they held a carnival over the words
of Noah, calling him a crazy fanatic.
God's patience was exhausted. He said to
Noah, 'The end of all nesh is come before
me; for the earth is filled with violence
through them; and, behold, I will destroy
them with the earth.' " Ibid.

The warning was given for 120 years
that God would destroy the world by
nood for its wickedness. Noah faithfully
gave the warning both to the world and
to the church. And he was maligned by
both. They made sport o[ His words,
mocked and ridiculed the building of the
ark. They considered him a fanatic.

Many believed Noah and aided him
in the building of the ark. Some who
were faithful to the message died before
the flood; others grew careless and in-
different to the warnings and perished in
the Oood. Sec The SlOry ofRedemption,
62-71. And so shall it be in the days of
the coming of the Lord.

Yes, the same violence, the same
corruption and immorality will again fill
the earth as it did then. And we must
confess that now it is the same as, or
worse than, the days of Noah. The cities
of the world and even the smaller towns
arc almost now overcome with violence,
drugs, immorality, and gang wars.
Murders of every grade, No one is now
safe. Wars are breaking out all over the
world. Famines and pestilence and dis-
ease arc destroying millions. The AlDS
disease is God's curse on the immoral;
but tragically the innocent also suiTer.

World leaders arc powerless to SlOp
the onrushing torrent of evil and to find
solutions to the world's mad rush 10

oblivion. But Jesus tells us that the
world will be caught up in the same
immorality that was the cause of the
destruction of Sodom in Lot's day.

Let us not forget that Sodom and the
cities of the plains were very small in
comparison to the cities of the world today.

San Francisco is considered the ho·
mosexual capital of the world. Gay pa·
rades arc attended by 300,000 to 500,000
people. So-called Christian churches arc
ordaining gay pastors and now we have a
president of the United States who is
insisting that we legalize homosexuality in
the military. He is determined to ignore the
miJlions of fundamental Christians to
satisfy the demands of the gay community.

The days of Noah and Lot are now
here. Eternity rests on the horizon of our
immoral world. The Sunday taws, the
little time of trouble, and the close of our
probation may soon become reality.

God will again be forced to intervene.
The destruction of this world is now
inevitable. The messenger of the Lord
describes it in these prophetic words:
"Men and women living in these cities arc
rapidly becoming more and still more
entangled in their business relations. They
are acting wildly in the erection of build-
ings whose towers reach high into the
heavens. Their minds arc filled with
schemes and ambitious, devisings.

"I am bidden to declare the message
that cities full of transgression, and sin-
ful in the extreme, will be destroyed by
earthquakes, by fire, by nood. All the
world will be warned that there is a God
who will display His authority as God.
His unseen agencies will cause destruc-
tion, devastation, and death. AU the
cumulated riches will be as nothing-
ness." Evangelism, 27

These awful scencs of destruction are
now awarning to Seventh-day Adventists
of the reality of the fast·approaehing day
of God's wrath. The angel said "Get
ready, get ready, get ready!" Sec Early
Writings, 64, 66.

May God help us now to prepare. 0

Ron Spear-EDITOR
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CJkmt h God
V ARIOUS groups throughout Bible

history have sought to treat Christ
as less than divine---a created or derived
being. Now there are even some among
Seventh-day Adventists, or former
Seventh-day Adventists, who are speak-
ing against the existence of a Trinity. For
some of these persons their antitrinitar-
ian stance is the major thrust of their
outreach to others.

Ellen White has stated, "God means
that testing truth shall be brought to the
front and become a subject of examina-
tion and discussion, even if il is through

the contempt placed upon it. The minds of
the people must be agitated. Every con-
troversy, every reproach, every slander
will be God's means of provoking inquiry
and awakening minds that otherwise
would slumber." Testimonies, vol. 5, 453

That there are three Persons in the
Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, is part of the fundamental
doctrinal beliefs of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church. But many of uS have
assumed the veracity of this fundamental
belief without studying it as fully as we
should. We thus become open to the

subtlety of those sharp minds which speak
against the existence of a Trinity. God in
His great love allows us to be Challenged,
that our study and understanding will be
deeper and be based on a "Thus saith the
Lord." "God will arouse His people; if
other means fail, heresies wiU come in
among them, which will sift them, sepa-
rating the chaff from the wheal." Ibid.,
707

One God

A very central scripture of the fun-
damental Jewish belief is the "Shema"-
the statement of the Torah in Deute-
ronomy 6:4. "Hear 0 Israel: The Lord our
God is one Lord." In the Hebrew of the
Old Testament, two different Hebrew
terms are used that are translated in the
EnglL'Sh as "one." "Yachad" is found in
Genesis 22:2, 12, 16, "thine only son."
The meaning conveyed by "Yaehad" is
"the onc and only." Thus "Yachad" gives
an exclusiveness to the term "ane"-onc
by itself, nonc other. "Echad" is found in
Genesis 2:24, speaking of a married man
and woman as "one 1lesh," bUI being
inclusive of two persons. This definition
is a "unity" of one. More than one is
included, but because of the sameness or
united aspect, they are considered as one.
Again "echad" is found in Exodus 24:3,
"AJI the people answered with ONE
voice," This is the unity one, as many are
found within the one.

"Echad," the unity one, is found in the
"Shema" (Deuteronomy 6:4), "one Lord."
Therefore the way of the Trinity is opened
to fit within the idea of one God, and this
plurality of persons within the one-God
concept is reinforced by other scripture.
Genesis 1:26 for instance reads, "Let us
make man in our imagc, after our
ness." Elohim, the Hebrew plural of God,
is the generic term used for God
throughout Genesis 1, as well as in many
other places in the Old Tcstament. In
Genesis 15:2 the word "Adonai," the
plural form of the Hebrew, is used for
Lord. "And Abram said, Lord God, what
wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless'!"
The singular of this same word is found in
Genesis 18:12, referring to man.
fore Sarah laughed within herself, saying,
after I am waxed old shall I have pleasure,
my lord [Abram] being old also'!" The
one God is very clearly a plural God
within a unity-God form.

In Matthew, the third chapter, verses
13-17 describe Jesus at the Jordan River
for His baptism. The Holy Spirit very
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It is the "Son of man" whose name shall be
called, "Wonderful Counselor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of
peace"

clearly and separately, "like a dove,"
descend' from heaven and lights upon
Him. Then a voice from heaven, from
the Father, speaks, "This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased."

Matthew 28:19 counsels us to baptize
"in the name of the Father, and orthe Son,
and of the Holy Ghost." Ellen White
speaks of the triune God in Evangelism,
6]4-615, "TItcre arc three living persons
of the heavenly trio." 'The Father is all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily, and is
invisible to monal sight. The Son is all the
fullness of the Godhead manifested."
"The Comfoner that Christ promised to
send after He ascended to heaven, is the
Spirit in all the fullness of the Godhead,
making manifest the power of divine
grace to all who receive and believe in
Christ as a personal Saviour."

While at Avondale School, Ellen
White spoke to the students concerning
this third person of the Godhead, "We
need to realize that the Holy Spirit, who
is as much aperson as God is a person, is
walking through these grounds." Ibid.,
616. "The prince of the power of evil can
only be held in check by the power of
God in the third person of the Godhead,
the Holy Spirit." Ibid., 617

The Divinity of Christ

"In Christ is life, original, unbar-
rowed, undcrivcd. :Hc that hath the Son
hath life.' " 1 John 5: 12. ... llThc divin-
ity of Christ is the believer's assurance
of eternal life." The Desire ofAges, 530.
Therefore Satan, the one who desires to
stcal away our eternal Ii fe, will seck in
every way he can to convince us that
Jesus is nol God equal with the Father.

But the Scripture, as well as the
Spirit of Prophecy, is clear that Jesus is
God. Ellen White in Testimonies to Min-
isters, 253, counsels Seventh-day Ad-
ventists to give the Lord an opportunity
to "give the people a fair chance to know
that we are believers in Christ, that we
do believe in the divinity of Christ and in
His prc-existence.n

Jesus, Himself, in John 5:23 points out
"'all mcn should honour the Son, even as
they honour the Father." Jehovah's Wit-
nesses and those Seventh-day Adventists
who reduce the position of the Son to a
lesser position than that of the Father,
actually dishonor the Father, for Jesus
goes on to say, "He that honoureth not the
Son honoureth not the Father which hath
sent him." He then connects eternal life
with the right understanding of the words

He has just spoken in regard to the Father
and the Son.

John 5:18 says that the Jews sought to
kill Jesus bccau,e through His statements
He had made "himself equal with God."
And the Jews became more upset with
Jesus because He claimed to be the great I
AM (John 8:5 I-59), the Jehovah or Yaweh
of the Old Testament. They sought to stone
Him for this elaim. The Jews again tried to
stone Jesus (John 10:31) when He stated, "1
and my Father arc one." Verse 30. They
said they were doing SO because they saw
Him as a man, while He was claiming to be
God. Verse 33. Jesus in Ihe next verses
adds to His claim of being God.

Jesus did hold back, however, His
divinity while upon this earth, appearing in
His hum,mity and allowing the Father's
divinity to work through Him that He might
be an exanlple for us, showing what could
be accomplished when divinity is
bined with humanity. See John 8:28. For
in,tance, Ellen White telL' us that "Human-
ity combined with divinity docs not com-
mit sin." The MillislryofHealing, 180

There arc many statements in the
Spirit of Prophecy which reinforce the
divinity of Christ. "The Lord Jesus Christ,
the divine Son of God, existed from
eternity, adistinct person, yet one with the
Father. He was the surpassing glory of
heaven. He was the commander of the
heavenly intelligences, and the adoring
homage of the angels was received by
Him as His right. This was no robbery of
God."ReviewondHerald, vol. 5, 227

Speaking of the Father and Son,
Sister Whitc says, "They arc onc in
purpose, in mind, in character, but not in
person. It is thus that God and Christ arc
one." rite Ministry ofHealing, 422

"In speaking of His preexistence,
Christ carries the mind back through
dateless ages. He assures us that there
never was a time when He was not in
close fellowship with the eternal God.
He to whose voice the Jews were then
listening had been with God as one

brought up with Him." Siglls of Ihe
Times, vol. 4, ]42

According 10 Isaiah 9:6, Christ is our
everla'ting Father. Ellen White also says,
"Jesus is not only our Shepherd; He is our
'everlasting Father'. n The Desireo[Ages,
483. "By His humanity, Christ touched
humanity; by His divinity, He lays hold
upon the throne of God.... It was Christ
who from the bush on Mount Horeb
spoke to Moses saying, 'I AM THAT I
AM.... Thu, shalt thou say unto the
children of Israel, I AM hath scnt me unto
you.' Exodus 3:14. This was the pledge of
Israel's deliverance. So when He came 'in
the likeness ofmen,' He declared Himself

the I AM. The child of Bethlehem, the
meek and lowly Saviour is God 'manifest
in the Ilcsh.' 1 Timothy 3:16. And to us He
says 'I AM the good Shepherd,"1 AM the
living Bread,' 'I AM the Way, the Truth,
and the Life' .... '1 AM the assurance of
every promise.' 'I AM; be not afraid.'
'God with us' is the surely of our deliver-
ance.... It is the 'Son of man' whose
name shall be ""l1ed, 'Wonderful Coun-
selor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of peace.' Isaiah 9:6.
The I AM is the Oaysman between God
and humanity, laying His hand upon
both." The Desire ofAges, 24-25

"The hand that sustains the worlds in
space, the hand that holds in their
orderly arrangement and tireless activity
all things throughout the universe of
God, is the hand that was nailed to the
cross for us." Educatio", 132

Remember, brothers and sisters, "the
divinity of Ch.rist is the believer's as-
surance of eternal life." The Desire of
Ages. 530. Do not let Salan, through the
deceit of a silver tongue, steal that as-
surance from you by lowering the position
of our beloved Saviour in your sight.

Handling Dillienlt Statements

Often Satan's subtlety is brought to
bear upon the Christian believer through
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Satan will seek to take Christ's divinity away,
as he has sought to say that the law has been
done away, or that we cannot keep the law. He
will attack in whatever way he feels he can to
undermine our eternal life

the misuse of statements found in the
Bible. Some of those statements used to
undercut the divinity of Christ are
Iyzed in the following paragraphs.

In John 3:16 Jesus is referred to as the
"only begotten Son." Therefore if Jesus is
begotten, He has a beginning. This con-
cept was the view of Arius l But let us
look at this word, "begotten." The Greek
word from which begotten is translated in
the King James Bible is "monogenes." In
the New Testament this word is used nine
times-five times in regard to Christ, four

times to others. It is applied to Jesus in
John 1:14, 18; 3:16, 18; and 1 John 4:9. It
is applied to others in Luke 7:12; 8:42;
9:38; and Hebrews 11:17.

Now, in order to analyze this word we
go to a Greek dictionary. "Monogenes"
means "one of a kind." The Greek-Eng-
lish Lexicon by Lidell-Scott says: "the
only member of a gender or a kind,
single." Moulton-Milligan states: "one of
a kind, only, unique," not "only begotten,"
which would be "monogennos."

In the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek
translation of the Old Testament, the
Greek word "monogenes" is used three
times and translated from the Hebrew
word YACHID, meaning "one and only
one." Two of the places where it is found
are Psalm 22:20 (see margin in King
James Version), "my only one"; and
Psalm 35:17 (see margin in King James
Version) "only one."

Thus this term "monogenes" should
be translated as lIone of a kind," "unique"
or "only one," not "only begotten." In the

passages where "monogenes"
occurs in Luke 7:12 it is translated in the
King James Version as "only" without the
term "begotten." And in Luke 8:42 the
King James again uses "only/' meaning
"one of a kind." In Luke 9:38, the King
James translates "monogenes" as "only,"
"single one" or lIunique."

However, in Hebrews 11:17, the
King James refers to Isaac as the "only
begotten" son of Abraham. But, Isaac
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was not even the first son of Abraham,
let alone the only begotten son. The
word really means "unique" or "one of a
kind," the only one of the promise.

When the authors in the New Testa-
ment have used monogenes, they have
used it to show that a particular human is
unique, very beloved to the heart of
someone. Jesus is one of a kind, only
one, unique one-the Yachid one.

In Colossians 1:15 is another diffi-
cult phrase, "the firstborn over all crea-
tion." The problem here cannot be at-

tributable to a bad translation. The ques-
tion arises, If Christ was "firstborn,"
then He must have been born, and how
can He be everlasting?

The Greek term used is "prototokos"
and is used in the New Testament seven
times in referring to Jesus. Two of the
passages refer to His birth from Mary
and therefore arc no problem. See Mat-
thew 1:25 and Luke 2:7. The other five
create more of a theological problem:
Romans 8:29, "firstborn among many
brothers"; Colossians 1:15, "firstborn of
all creation"; Colossians 1:18, '''firstborn
among the dead"; Hebrews 1:6, "first-
born into the world"; and Revelation
1:5, "firstborn from the dead."

In analyzing this term, we must
derstand how it was used in Bible times.
The basic Jewish social structure was
buill around the son who was firstborn.
The firstborn son had privileges that
applied only to him. He had authority
over the younger sons. He took the place
of the father if the father died. He was
also to be the priest of the family.

Isaac was thought of as Abraham's
firstborn because he was the son of
promise, on whom all the privileges
would be bestowed. He was not physi-
cally the firstborn son of Abraham.

Contrary to custom, not Esau, but
Jacob received all the privileges of the
firstborn. This bestowal again was not in
accord with the physical order of birth.
Jacob then had 12 sons, but his firstborn,

Reuben, lost the dignity of that position
because he Slept with his father's wife.
The sovereignty 01' the firstborn went to
Judah, while the priesthood went to the
Levites. The Messiah reunited the
sovereignty with the priesthood. Christ i'
both Priest and King. Since he could not
be born of both, He was born of Judah.

This Jewish background is important
when we look at the phrases speaking of
Jesus as firstborn. The term "prototokos,"
or firstborn, in the Greek translation of the
Old Testament, the Septuagint, is used
130 times, 74 of which appear in the
Pentateuch. In the majority of the usages,
it applies to an actual physical birth of a
human or an animal being lower in status
in a family, but there arc exceptions.

In Psalm 89:20-27, David is spoken
of a5 "my firstborn" referring to him as
the highest of all kings. 1 Samuel 16:10-
12, states that David was not Jesse's
firstborn, but in fact W(L5 the youngest.
The chronological sequence of lhe
physical birth was not important, for
firstborn refers here to status.

In Exodus 4:22 Israel is called "my
firstborn," but in reality Israel, or Jacob,
was born after Esau. See Genesis 25:25-
26 and Genesis 32:28. In Jeremiah 31:9
Ephraim is referred to as "my firstborn"
while in reality Manasseh was the first M

born. Genesis 41 :50-52
The passages referring to Jesus as the

firstborn, with the exception of those
referring to His physical birth, are show-
ing that Jesus is unique in some way. He
is one of a kind. He had lhe rights and
privileges usually associated with the
firstborn of a Jewish family. The whole
Creation should look upon Him as the
only one of a kind. Others rose from the
dead before Him, Moses and Lazarus for
instance. But He was unique among
those who arose from the dead.

We look at these phrases from a
Western mind5et ralher than the way we
should-from that of a Jew.

In Hebrews 1:5 is the phrase, "Thall
art my Son; this day have I begotten
thee." Not only docs this verse say that
He was begotten but also gives a definite
time, "this day." What do we do with
this? The Greek is "gegenneka" mean-
ing "I have begotten." This expression is
found in Psalm 2:7 (Septuagint); Acts
13:33; Hebrews 1:5 and Hebrews 5:5 in
the context of the high priesthood of
Christ. The statements in the New Testa-
ment are quotations from Psalm 2:7.

Then in order to analyze this word, we
go first to Psalm 2:7 to read the whole



context, and fmd that it is a coronation
psalm. The weakest moment in rule oc-
curs when a king replaces a previous king.
At this point people will try to break away
from the rulership, if they arc going to.
But this psalm claims that God is in
control of the coronation, that God is
setting up His king. Since the king is an
adult, it cannot rerer to his physical birth.

This psalm refers to that day when
the king is placed within his office. It
states that he has now entered into a
unique relationship with God (repre-
sentative of God).

In 2 Samuel 7:14, God speaks through
Nathan the prophet to David about Solo-
mon saying, "I will be his father, and he
shall be my son." How would the Jewish
mind sec this relationship?

Solomon Freehof's commentary of
the Old Testament on Psalms, states that
the phrase under study is used in a
symbolic sense. In like manner, the pas-
sage in Psalm 2:7 referring to "thou art
my Son; this day I have begotten thee,"
means that on the day of enthronement,
the king became the servant of God. The
Son was "begotten."

In Hebrews 1:5 the phrase is used in
the same way to refer, not to the birth of
Jesus, but to His enthronement. The
Hcbrew mind would understand. Paul
uses the same phrase in Acts 13:33 to
refer to the resurrection of Christ. As in
baptism where the new birth is symbol-
ized by the resurrection from the watery
grave, so the resurrection of Jesus is like
a new birth; Jesus is "begotten" that day.

Jesus is divine. He is the great I AM of
the Old Testatnenl. He is the everlasting
Father. He is our Saviour as well as our
Lord, and on our understanding and par-
taking ofHis divinity rests our eternal life.
Satan will seck to take Christ's divinity
away, as he has sought to say that the law
has been done away, or that we cannot
keep the law. He will attack in whatever
way he feels he can to undermine our
eternal life. Do not let him steal away your
right to the tree of life, which comes only
through a right relationship built on a right
understanding of Jesus Chris!. 0

, "Arius (A.D. 250-336) denied the eternity and
nbsolute deity of Christ, nnd made llim the first
:md highcst of ere:ned bcings."-"Chrislology,"
Scw:mlr-dayAd\'Cl"ISI Encyclopedia, 250

''ISSUES''
(Musiog Of SQIuUOIJJ!

I T is sad but true-tension exists between the leaders of theNorth American Division of Seventh-day Adventist and Iii
certain Independent Ministries, including Hope International.

Many of God's people are burdened and confused concerning the
reasons for this tension, and the question is frequently asked, "Are there no solutions?"
We at Hope International sincerely believe that the "solution" to the present crisis can be found in the Bible

and the Spirit of Prophecy, yet it will require a death to self, and a full-hearted commitment to follow, not Hope
International or Our Firm Foundation, but "the Lamb whithersoever he goeth." Revelation 14:4

"ISSUES:',
Confusion or Solutions

Tape One 0/Fou,

""ISSIles: CoofiJsioo orSolutiooslH

Also available on four one-hour
audio cassettes

DISSUES:
Confusion or Solutions?

Two VHS video cassettes

Order the book and the video tapes today!

Please include 15% of purchase price for postage. Washington residents please add 7.5% sales tax.
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THE MA6mOT LmE Of ADVENTISM, PART 2

Kevin Paulsoll, all avid studellt Of Scripture
as it relates to current events, writes from
Redlallds, California.

Luther also overlooked Philippians
2:12-13: "Work out your own salva-
tion with fear and trembling; for God is
at work in you, both to will and to
work for his good pleasure." Notice
this passage docs not say that we work
in response to a completed salvation.
Rather, it says we work out the process
of salvation in conjunction with God's
work within us. Commenting on these
verses, Ellen White states: "Divine
agencies are combining with the
human in reshaping the character ac-
cording to the perfect pattern, and man
is to work out that which God works
in.,,3 "While God was working in
Daniel and his companions 'to will and
10 do of His good pleasure' (Philippi-
ans 2:13), they were working out their
own Elsewhere we read,
"The work of gaining salvation is one
of copartnership, a joint operation....
Human erfort of itself is not sufficient.
Without the aid of divine power it
avails nothing. God works and man
works."5 Notice again, we do not read
that the work of responding to salva-
tion is a joint operation; it is the work
of gaining salvation.

One of the most serious problems in
defining legalism occurs because

ofmisunderstanding over what the Bible
means when it says we arc not saved by
works. Bible students throughout the
ages have wrestled with what seem to be
contradictions on this point, especially
between some of Paul's statements and
those in the Epistle of James. Martin
Luther went so far as to maintain that
the book of James should have been left
out of the Bible. J

Had Luther been more consistent in
his study of the Scriptures, he would
have found statements by Paul himself
which offer similar, if not identical,
thoughts to what are found in James.
We have already studied one such pas-
sage, the one in Romans which speaks
of the doers of the law being justified
(Romans 2:13). Notice this verse does
not say that those who are justified
respond afterward by being doers of the
law. Rather, it says that "the doers of the
law shall be justified." Submission to
the law, at least in terms of the known
counsel of God, is a prerequisite for
justification. For this reason the Bible
says, "He who conceals his transgres-
sions will not prosper, but he who
confesses and forsakes them will obtain
mercy." Proverbs 28: 13. All subsequent
Bible texts aTe from the RSV. "Let the

wicked forsake his way, and the un-
righteous man his thoughts; let him
return to the Lord, that he may have
mercy on him, and to OUT God, for he
will abundantly pardon." Isaiah 55:7.
Jesus declared, "j[ you arc offering your
gift at the altar, and there remember that
your brother has something against you,
leave your gift there before the altar and
go; first be reconciled to your brother,
and then come and offer your girL"
Matthew 5:23-24

We need to be careful here, of
course. We dare not describe the forsak-
ing of sin as though it were an act of
appeasing God, or some pointless self-
abasement on our part. Heathen religion
is full of such ritual, little of which ever
touches the heart. The abandonment of
sin is a condition of receiving forgive-
ness only because known sin of any
kind is a mortal threat to the work of
'grace. It is not a question of earning
God's favor; it is a question of permit-
ting God's powcr to take full control. In
any case, Ellen White is in total har-
mony with Scripture when she writes,
"No man can cover his soul with the
garments of Christ's righteousness
while practicing known sins, or neglect-
ing known duties. God requires the
entire surrender of the hearl, before
justification can take placc,"2 1---------
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Ifwe are disobedient, our characters are out of
harmony with God's moral rule of government,
and it is stating a falsehood to say, "I am saved"

At the bottom line, Paul's statement
in Philippians 2:12-13 bears a striking
resemblanee to the passage so despised
by Luther in the Epistle of James: "You
see that a man is justified by works and
not by faith alone." James 2:24

Jesus told two kinds of parables.
Some emphasize God's initiative-a
sheep and a coin which cannot possibly
contribute anything to their own re-
demption. Others emphasize man's re-
sponse---sclling all of one's possessions
to buy a field with a hidden treasure or a
pearl of great price. There is no contra-
diction herc,just different points empha-
sized. In commenting on the parable of
the pearl, Ellen White writes:

"In the parable the pearl is not repre-
sented as a gifl. The merchantman
bought it at the price of all that he had.
Many question the meaning of this,
since Christ is represented in the Scrip-
tures as a gifl. He is a girt, but only to
those who give themselves, soul, body,
and spirit, to Him without reserve. We
are to give ourselves to Christ, to live a
life of willing obedience to all His re-
quiremcnts.,,6

How, then, do we harmonize these
passages with other statements (see Ro-
mans 3:20, 28; Ephesians 2:8-9) which
declare that salvation is not by works? I
believe the answer lies in the use by Paul
and James of three old Testament il-
lustrations, each from tlic life of Abra-
ham.

We speak here of the birth of Ish-
mael, the birth of Isaac, and Abraham's
sacrifice of Isaac. Paul states that the
birth of Ishmael by Hagar was according
to the flesh, while the birth of Isaac by
Sarah was according to the promise. See
Galatians 4:23. God had promiscd
Abraham that he would have an heir, and
that his descendants would be number-
less as the stars of Iieaven. See Genesis
15:5. But Abraham, prefiguring legalists
in every age, chose to devise his own
way of carrying out God's plan. God
wished to illustrate, through the birth of
the promised heir, man's total reliance
on Heaven's power in the faith relation-
ship that brings salvation. But the birth
of Ishmael through Hagar required no
such miracle, for Hagar was fully fertile
and capable of childbearing. By con-
trast, Sarah was nol. Hence the birth of
Isaac required just such a miracle.

But one point is often forgottcn herc.
Abraham had a role to perform in the
conception of Isaac just as he did in the
conception of Ishmael. Isaae was not

virgin-born, as Jesus was. The book of
Hebrews speaks of Christ taking on "the
seed of Abraham," Hebrews 2:16, KjV.
The Greek word for seed is spermatos,
which refers to Abraham's physical sub-
stance. Obviously, the same physical act
which resulted in the birth of one son
was essential to the birth 01; the other.
The difference was that one required no
faith, while the other did. One was an act
performed independently of God; the
other was performed by His direction
and through His power.

Abraham's faith in the conception of
Isaac was even more graphically il-

lustra ted in his willingness to sacrifice
the son of promise on the summit of
Mount Moriah at God's command. Thus
James asks, "Was not Abraham our
father justified by works, when he
offered his son Isaac upon the altar?"
James 2:21

Obviously, we arc dealing here with
two different kinds ofworks. One kind is
motivated by self, the other is motivated
and empowered by God. The first in-
volves human power by itself, the sec-
ond involves the co-operation of the
human with the divine. The first kind
will save no onc, for it is powerless to
remove sin completely from the life. The
second kind is the means by which
biblical salvation is accomplished.

When we discuss what it means to be
saved by faith or by works, we need to
ask the all-important question: What is
salvation? Too many people think of
salvation simply as a ticket to heaven.
But the Bible offers a much broader
picture. The first reference to salvation
in the New Testament declares, "You
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save
his people from their sins." Mallhew
1:21. Does the process of saving man
from sin involve human effort as well as
divine initiative, sanctification as well as
justification? According to Scripture, the
answer is an emphatic Yes (1 Corinthi-
ans 7:1; Ephesians 6:12; Philippians

2:12-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; Hebrews
12:4; James 4:7; I John 3:3). On the
basis of these passages we are forced to
conclude that human erfort, empowered
and guided by the HOly Spirit, is an
integral part of the salvation process.
Since being ultimately saved from sin is
what biblical salvation is all about, it
follows that being saved and being sin-
less arc one and the same thing. The
same Ellen White who says we cannot
say we arc sinlc.'5s,7 also says we cannol
say we are saved.s She makes this con-
nection most clearly in the following
statement:

"If we are disobedient, our charac-
ters are out of harmony with God's
moral rule of government, and it is
stating a falsehood to say, 'I am saved.'
No one is saved who is a transgressor of
the law of God, which is the foundation
of His government in heaven and in
c3rth."9

The process of being saved from sin
will, of course, be completed before
Jesus comes (2 Peter 3:11-14; I John
3:3). But only then, when the voice of
God turns the captivity of His people
and the accolade is thundered from the
sky, "They come! they come! holy,
harmless, and undefilcd,"'o will such
claims be safe on the lips of God's
saints. Only God knows the depths of
every heart; thus it is He alone who can
pronounce the human soul free from sin.

Some will recall certain inspired
statements which speak of salvation as
occurring in the past tense. Titus 3:5
does speak of how "He saved us," in
terms of a deed already done. Ellen
White declares that the perishing sinner,
looking to Calvary, may say, "I need not
remain a moment longer unsaved.nIl
The difference between these passages
and those cited above is the difference
between salvation from known sin,
which the believer can be aware of, and
salvation from all sin, a process whose
completion time is known only to God.
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The Scriptures promise no assurance which
transcends the practical choices of our daily
lives. Neither Scripture nor Ellen White makes
any distinction between choosing Christ and
choosing obedience

Ellen White makes this distinction in her
usc of the passage in Colossians 2:10:
"Ye arc complete in him" (KJV). In one
passage she writes, "Every soul may
say: ... He clothes me with His right-
eousness, which answers all the de-
mands of the law. I am complete in Him
who brings in everlasting righteous-
ness. I '-12 Yet in another passage she
states, ,·It is Our lifework to be reaching
forward to the perfection of Christian
character, striving constantly for con-

formity to God's will. Day by day we arc
to press upward, ever upward, until of us
it can be said, 'Yc 3TC complete in him.'
Colossians 2:10. "13 statements aTC
not at all in eonllic!. They simply de-
scribe two different processes-one
whose completion time the believer can
know, the other whose completion time
is known only to God, since He alone
knows the secrets of the heart. When an
evangelical Christian asks a Seventh-
day Adventist, "Arc you saved?" the
most biblically faithful answer we can
give is, "I am in the process of being
saved."

What, then, is the basis of OUT as-
surance? The fact that God is not willing
that any should perish (2 Peter 3:9). He
wants me in heaven more than l want to
be there. The legalist thinks of God as
the military drill instructor who vows to
"usc every means necessary, fair and
unfair," to wash his cadets out of the
program. The God who seeks our salva-
tion is not at all like this. He pursues
untiringly the wayward hearts of men,
yearning desperately for us to stop and
permit His power to work itself upon us.
Speaking of God's stubborn love, the
prophet writcs, "The sinner may resist
this love, may refuse to be drawn to
Christ; but if he docs not resist he will be
drawn to Jesus; a knowledge of the plan
of salvation will lead him to the foot of
the cross in repentance for his sins,
which have caused the sufferings of
God's dear Son.""
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At the same time, the Scriptures
promise no assurance which transcends
the practical choices of our daily lives.
Neither Scripture nor Ellen White makes
any distinction between choosing Christ
and choosing obedience. The attempt to
make this distinction forms the basis of
many theories of assurance found in
popular Christianity-and indeed, in
contemporary Adventism. People want
an assurance in which the choice for
Christ overshadows the occasional lust-

ful glance, the momentary loss of
temper, the frequent lapse into gossipy
whispering. But the prophet declares,
"However great the pressure brought to
bear upon the soul, transgression is our
own aCL"!:; Every action we lake is our
responsibility, und in every
relative to the counsel of God, a decision
is thereby made for or against God.
However, the opportunity for repentance
will always exist for the heart not suffi-
ciently hardened against it, for the Lord
desperately seeks our repentance. When
probation closes, God will have granted
sufficient light and grace to either con-
vert or fully harden every heart.

I frankly have little patience with
these .lassurance" illustrations which
speak, for example, of a man nailing
shingles on a roof who accidentally
strikes his thumb and ullers a curse
word, then tumbles over with a heart
attack and dics, whereupon the audience
is solemnly assured that such a one will
be saved, so long as the "trend of his
life" was in the right direction. Illustra-
tions like these arc truly an exercise in
presumption. In the first place, only God
knows the final thoughts of the heart at
such a moment. And most of all, neither
history nor circumstance cver takes God
by surprise. No one ever dies by acci-
dent, with believers thus requiring some
celestial llinsurancc policy" to cover
them in case of such an aeeiden!. While
tragedy and death arc never part of
God's ideal, He remains in full com-

mand of all such events. At the very
least, when someone dics, it is by virtue
of God's permission. And the decision
regarding the salvation or damnation of
such a one is God's province, and His
alone. I for one am willing to trust His
fairness, and to base my assurance there-
upon.

.ISut," someone asks, "does the
Bible not say that we may know that we
have eternal life?" Indeed it docs. Sec
1 John 5:13. But eternal life, as spoken
of in the writings of John the apostle, is a
reference to the new-bi.rth experience,
not a finished salvation. As the apostle
concludes the very Chapter where the
above verse is found, this point is
clarified: "We are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God
and eternal life." 1 John 5:20. Jesus
made a similar statement in the gospel of
John: "And this is eternal life, that they
know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent." John 17:3.
Ellen White says the samc thing: "It is
through the Spirit that Christ dwells in
us; and the Spirit of God, received into
the heart by faith, is the beginning of the
life eternal."16 Thus, to say that one has
eternal life, as cxplaincd in these pas-
sagcs, is not thc same as saying that
one's salv31ion is done and complctcd.
When Scripture speaks of salvation and
being savcd, wc find very different lan-
guagc. In the words of Jesus, 'IHe who
endures to the end will be saved." Mat-
thew 24:13

Recently I attended a series of meet-
ings in which a gentleman spoke of his
years as a missionary in Africa and how
young people from the evangelical
churches were supposedly better able
than Adventists to face persecution be-
cause they, unlike the Adventists, pos-
sessed full assurance of salvation. This
brother needs to read The Great COIJ-
troversy again. Speaking of the saints
who endure the time of Jacob's trouble,
we read, "If they [the saints] could have
the assurance of pardon they would not
Shrink from torturc or death; but should
they prove unworthy, and lose their lives
because of their own defects of charac-
ter, then God's holy name would be
reproached."17 The word "if' makes it
elear that the saints at this lime will lIot
have full assurance any morc than Jesus
did in Gcthsemane or on the cross,
where He cried, "My God, my God, why
hast Thou forsaken me?" Matthew
27:46. 111is absence of certainty will test
the faith of the faithful like never before



Contemporary Adventism has conditioned
itself to believe that legalism of the pharisaic
brand will be the church's principal danger at
the close of time

in history and thus make all the more
splendid their ultimate triumph. The
contemporary Adventist obsession with
assurance, borrowed largely from Prot-
estant evangelicals, represents a gross
betrayal of the spirit of Adventism and a
detraction from the future glory she will
offer her Lord.

An interesting point is that neither
Scripture nor Ellen White speaks of
obedience as the fruit of a salvation
already finished. Ellcn White in particu-
lar speaks of obedience as the fruit of
faith, but not of a completed salvation.
She writes, "We do nOl cam salvation
by OUT obedience; for salvation is the
free gift of God, to be rcceived by faith.
But obedience is the fruit of faith."'8
"Righteousness is right doing, and it is
by their deeds that all will be judged.
Our characters arc revealed by what we
do. The works show whether the faith is
genuine."" Notice shc does not say the
works show whether salvation is
genuine. Salvation must be worked out
through the process of sanctified obe-
dience. It is correct to say that salvation
is by faith alone, if by this we mean
faith as opposed to all actions or ideas
of the unconvcrted heart. The Bible
says, "Whatever does not proceed from
faith is sin." Romans 14:23. Thus only
works produced by faith can be part of
the salvation process. Many willingly
endorse the statement that we are saved
by a faith that works, but they maintain
that faith provides us with salvation
before it ever starts working. But faith
is never prescnt unless it is working.
The distinction made by Geoffrey Pax-
ton and his evangelical Adventist sym-
pathizers between "passive" and "ac-
tive" righteousncss20 is unknown to the
pages of Inspiration. Biblical faith and
the righteousness it brings, graphically
illustrated in Hebrews 11, arc always
active.

"All Things Come of Thee"

Many believe with total sincerity
that if man performs an active part in the
salvation process, with or without divine
aid, he can therefore take some of the
credit for the final outcome. But this
belief is incorrect. And the reason in-
volves perhaps the most fundamental
principle of righteousness by faith as
taught in the Scriptures.

Jesus articulated a basic principle of
social justice when He said to His dis-
ciples) "The labourer is worthy of his

hire" (Luke 10:7, KJV). The Old Testa-
ment indicates just how seriously God
takes this principle, for it says that when
God draws near to His people in judg-
ment, He will bear witness "against
those who oppress the hireling in his
wages" (Malachi 3:5), and lists such
oppressors alongside sorcerers and adul-
terers. Modern industrial strife and the
consequent rise of labor unions offer
grim evidence of the betrayal of this
principle in human society.

BUI in the book of Romans, Paul
speaks of salvalion, not as deserved
wages, but as a gift: "Now to one who
works, his wages are not reckoned as a
gift bUI as his due. And to one who does
not work but trusts him who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is reckoned as right-
eousness" (Romans 4:4-5). Does this
passage mean, in contrast to the others
we have read, that salvation is attained
without active human involvement? Or
is a far deeper principle Ihe issue here?

I believe David expressed the deep-
est truth of righteousness by faith in his
final address as king of Israel. In his
gratitude to God he prayed, "All things
come of thee, and of thine own have we

given thee" (1 Chronicles 29:14, KJV).
In Manuscript 36, 1890 (found in Faith
alld Works, 15-28), thoughl by many to
be Ellen White's definitive word on
justification by faith, she quotes this
verse three times in the space of a few
paragraphs, as she explains exactly why
creature merit is impossible:

"There has been too little educating
in clear lines upon this point. The Lord
has lent man His own goods in trust-
means which He requires be handed
back to Him when His providence signi-
fies and the upbuilding of His cause
demands it. The Lord gave the intellect.
He gave the health and the ability to
gather earthly gain. He crealcd the
things of earth. He manifests His divine
power to develop all its riches. They are
His fruits from His own husbandry. He

gave the sun, the clouds, the showers of
rain) to cause vegetation to nourish. As
God's employcd servants you gathered
in His harvest to use what your wants
required in an economical way and hold
the balance for the call of God. You can
say wilh David, 'For all things come of
thee, and of thine own have we given
thee.' I Chronicles 29:14. So the satis-
faction of creature merit cannot be in
returning to the Lord His own, for it wa.:;
always His own property to be used as
He in His providence should direct. ...

··Now not a soul can give God any-
thing that is not already His. Bear this in
mind: 'All things come of thee, and of
thine own have we given thee' 1 Chron-
icles 29:14. This must be kept before the
people wherever we gO-Ihat we
possess nothing, can offer nothing in
value) in work, in faith) which we have
not first received of God and upon which
He can lay His hand any time and say,
They are Mine-gifts and blessings and
endowments I entrusted to you, not to
enrich yourself, but for wise improve·
mentto benefit the world.

"The creation belongs to God. The
Lord could, by neglecting man, stop his

breath al once. All that he is and all that
he has pertains to God. The entirc world
is God)s. Man's houses) his personal
acquirements. whatever is valuable or
brilliant, is God's own endowment. It is
all His gift to be returned back to God in
helping to cultivate the heart of man.
The most splendid offerings may be laid
upon the altar of God, and men will
praise, exalt, and laud the giver because
of his liberality. In what? 'All things
corne of thee, and of thine own have we
given thee.' J Chronicles 29:14. No
work of man ean merit for him the
pardoning love of God, but the lovc of
God pervading the soul will Icad him to
do those things which were always re-
quired of God and that he should do with
pleasure. He has done only that which
duty ever required of him.""
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The apparent conflict ... is resolved when we
understand that two different kinds of works
are in focus-the self-motivated works of the
unconverted heart and the sanctified works of
the transformed heart

Tnis passage says it all. Tne impossi-
bility of creature merit does not mean
that man is denied any participatory Tole
in salvation beyond passive belief.
Neither this nor any other inspired state-
ment teaches that. The absence of crea-
ture merit simply means that man can
take no credit for nis role in tne process,
because notning ne possesses at any
time is his own. His co-operative effort
is as muen a gift of God a5 tne power
bestowed at conversion and evcr after.
As witn tne payment of tilnes and offer-
ings, he can only return to God what was
His in tne first place. This is tne reason
salvation cannot be earned. The process
of earning requires two independent par-
ties with independent resources, the one
excnanging somctlting of nis for somc-
tning belonging to tne otner. An em-
ployee gives to nis cmployer time and
effort, while in turn the employer gives
tne cmployee monetary pay. With man
and God such an arrangement can nevcr
be, for everything in man's steward-
ship-self-discipline, backbone, talent,
means-wa5 God's to begin with. None
need fear that stressing an active human
role in salvation is going to give cause
for boasting so long as this principle is
understood.

Four lloints

To summarize our discussion, four
points stand out:

1. Contemporary Adventl5m nas con-
ditioned itself to believe that legalism of
tne pnarisaic brand will be tne cnuren's
principal danger at tne close of time.
Books, articles, sermons, and classroom
lectures have fortified this thought in the
minds of Adventism's current generation,
mucn as tne Frencn fortified tne Alsace-
Lorraine frontier witn tne Maginot Line.
But neither Inspiration nor the evidence of
current trends sustains this assumption.
The overwhelming evidence of both
makes clear that laxity, worldliness, and
self-indulgence, not a pharisaic obsession
with lawkeeping, will characterize the
church at the end of time.

2. Neitner John the Baptist, Jesus,
nor Paul condemned tne legalists of
tneir day for emphasizing the law too
much. Jesus never told the Pharisees
tnat tnougn tney were experts on law
and obedience, wnat tney really needed
were love and grace. However much
contemporary Adventism may be fond
of such distinctions, tney arc not found
in tne Bible. If anything, tne rebukes
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leveled by tnese tnree make it clear tnat
tnose addressed focused on tne law too
little rather than too much. As we saw
earlier, John the Baptist challenged his
audience to bring fortn tne fruits of
repentance, and spoke of how trees not
bearing good fruit will be tnrown into
tne fire (MaUnew 3:8,10). Jesus, of
course, made a similar statement four
cnapters later. and spoke of good fruit
representing obedience to His Father's
will. Maunew 7:19, 21. He later re-
buked the scribes and the Pharisees for

omitting "the weightier mallers of the
law" (MaUhew 23:23), while Paul and
James later instructed the church on the
necessity of being doers, not simply
nearers, of God's Word. Romans 2:13;
James 1:22

It seems, from popular stereotypes,
that to tell a Pharisee to focus on his
behavior was like reminding an over-
cater of when dinner is served. But the
problem witn legalists in every age is not
their emphasis on personal noliness. Tne
problem is tnat tne notiness tney empna-
size is selective and superficial.

3. The apparent eonllict between cer-
tain Bible texts over whether good
works form a part of the salvation
process is resolved when we understand
tnat two different kinds of works arc in
focus-tne self-motivated works of tne
unconverted heart and the sanctified
works of the transformed neart. The
former can have no part in human salva-
tion, for whatever is not of faith is sin.
Romans 14:23. The latter, by contrast,
form an integral part of the saving
process. Pnilippians 2:12-13; James
2:24. The difference nere is best il-
lustrated by Abraham's relationship with
Hagar on the one hand, and his relation-
ship with Sarah and his sacrifice of Isaac
on tne other. In all tnree events Abraham
played an active role. But in tne former
case his aClions were motivated by self;
in the latter two they were motivated,
directed, and empowered by God.

4. None need fcar that an active
human role in salvation will produce
boasting so long as it is recognized tnat
the power man possesses from birth is as
mucn a gift of God as tne power granted
in the new birth. David's declaration
must ever be borne in mind, "For all
things come of thee, and of thine own
have we given thee." 1 Chronicles
29:14, KjV. Man's co-operative role in
salvation is like the payment of tithes
and offerings-returning to God wnat
was His in the first place. It is God who

makes possible the very air in our nos-
trils and the movement or our limbs.
Ellen White speaks of how the cross of
Christ is rcOcctcd in every water spring
and stamped 011 every loaf of brcad.22
Thus, for man to claim credit or merit for
activity wnieh God alone makes pos-
sible each moment is to indulge in the
profoundest absurdity.

We now begin to understand just
now wide of the mark tne popular Ad-
ventist "righteousness by faith" move-
ment has strayed in its definition of
legalism. Ratner tnan focus on tne mo-
tive for obedience. whicn is tne core of
the issue, they have concluded that obe-
dience itself should be dc-emphasized in
favor of a largely ambiguous empnasis
on tne love and grace of Jesus. In doing
so, tney have missed the point entirely.
Ellen Wnite complained tnat tne cnuren
in her time had "preached the law until
we arc as dryas the hills of Gilboa." In
tne very next sentence sne offers tne
solution, "We must preach Christ in the
law.,,!.1 The popular "'righteousness by
faith" movement in contemporary Ad-
ventism nas failed to do this. Tney have
reasoned instead thaI the solution is to
preach Christ as distinct from the law,
and then to let tne law take care of itself.
The assumption has been that to present
a loving, non-threatening Jesus, apart
from tne clarity of tne law and tne
doctrines, will somehow at a future time
develop an automatic interest in the law



Where there is not only a belief in God's Word,
but a submission of the will to Him; where the
heart is yielded to Him, the affections fixed
upon Him, there is faith-faith that works by
love and purifies the soul

and the doctrines. It has not happened.
Indced, just the opposite has happened.
The dc-emphasis of our distinctive doc-
trines and standards has eventually led
to their denial. Perhaps the erfort to
distinguish Christ from the law and the
doctrines has been made by sincere
people, desirous of uplifting Jesus and
revamping misplaced priority. But it has
nevertheless laid the foundation for the
greatest apostasy in Adventist history.

One other point deserves mention
in this context. While fanaticism is

often a twin sister of legalism, as in the
case of the Pharisees, the two arc not
always one and the same. Fanaticism is
the pursuit of an extreme lifestyle in
onc or more areas of life. Such a per-
son may indeed be misguided and in
need of correction, but to call such a
one a legalist is to question the motives
of thc heart. No human being has the
right to do this. Legalism is not a
question of what we dO; it is a question
of why we do it. No one but God has
the right to call someone a legalist,
since He alone knows the secrets of the
heart.

This observation calls to mind a
most fascinating irony. Conservative
Adventists today arc being accused of
judgmental ism because they dare to
call heresy and sin by thcir right
names. In return many of their fellow
church members have criticized them
as legalists. If such persons only under-
stood the biblical dcfinition of Icgal-
ism, they would undcrstand that they
themselves are guilty of judgmental-
ism, because to call someone a legalist
is to impugn the motives of the heart.
Pointing out right from wrong on the
basis of God's written counsel is not
judging, but fruit-inspecting. Matthcw
7:16-20. But to call someone a legalist
is to claim that his words and actions
are motivated by self. This judgmental-
ism-in-revcrse is best illustrated by
those who audaciously describe those

who reprove their sins as "self-ap-
pointed" No human being has the right
to say anothcr is sclf-appointed. Only
God, who judges the heart, is aware of
such things.

Returning once more to OUf original
illustration. it seems that the Germans
failed to learn the lesson they them-
selves inOictcd on the French by cir-
cumventing the Maginot Line. Four
years later, as the Allied liberation of
western Europe drew ncar, the German
High Command convinced itself that

the main Allied assault would come in
the Pas-dc-Calais, fifty miles up the
coast from Normandy. Through fake
troop conccntrations, dummy landing
craft, and simulated radio traffic, the
Allics caused Field Marshals Rommel
and Rundstcdt to divert the major part
of their forces from the intended land-
ing site. Had the Germans not been
thus fooled, the Anglo-American inva-
sion would probably have failed. The
French coa thad bccn fortified by the
Germans with far more ingenuity than
the Maginot Line had ever been. But
by foolishly believing that the Allied
attack would likely occur at one place,
the Normandy coast was left seriously
vulnerable. The lessons of the Maginot
Line werc forgotten. In the words of
Barbara Tuchmann, "The irony of his-
tory is inexorable."24 I fear this fact is
true in sacred history as well.

Perhaps the best way to conclude
any discussion of Icgalism and grace is
with Revelation 19:7-8: "Let us rejoice
and exult and give him the glory, for thc
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his
Bride has madc hcrself ready; it was
granted her to be clothed with fine
linen, bright and pure-for the fine
linen is the righteous deeds of the
saints." Not only is the fine linen worn
by God's people here equated with
rightcous deeds, but their preparation is
also compared to that of a bride making
herself ready for a wedding. I have yct

to observc a bride getting ready for a
wedding without a considerable amount
of work and preparation being required.
At the same timc, however cxhausting,
confusing, and even frustrating those
preparations can be, I have never met a
bride who did not radiate profound joy
through it all. Such will be the ex-
perience of God's pcople as they pre-
pare for translation. In thc words of the
modern prophct:

"Where there is not only a belief in
God' Word, but a submission of the
will to Him; where the heart is yielded
to Him. the affections fixed upon Him,
there is faith-faith that works by love
and purifies the soul. Through this faith
the heart is renewed in the image of
God. And the heart that in its unrc-
newed state is not subject to the law of
God, neither indeed can be. now
delights in its holy precepts, exclaim-
ing with the psalmist, '0 how love I
Thy law! it is my meditation all the
day.' Psalm 119:97"" 0
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God', Plan for Church Organization and Authont)! Part 8

:Mans
9{esponses

to
fLpostasy

was determined to honor God. By this
means God would be able in pan to work
out His will for Israel as witnesses for
Him. In other words, Daniel did what he
could in his own life to make up for the
failures of others. Like Daniel, we must
draw warmlh from the coldness of others.
When our brethren arc ignoring the Lord's
counsels, we must purpose to stand alone
if need be in making "Thus saith the
Lord" the rule in all things.
"There are many among professed

Christians today who would decide that
Daniel was too particular, and would
pronounce him narrow and bigoted. ...
Those who reason thus will find in the
day of judgment that they turned from
God's express requirements and set up
their own opinion as a standard of right
and wrong. They will find thai what
seemed to them unimportant was not so
regarded of God. His requirements
should be sacredly obeyed. Those who
accept and obey one of His precepts
because it is convenient to do so, while
they reject another because its observ-
ance would require a sacrifice, lower
the standard of right and by their ex-
ample lead others to lightly regard the
holy law of God. 'Thus saith the Lord'
is to be our rule in all things." The
SonctifiedLife,19-20

T HE Seventh-day Adventist Church
is Christ's chosen remnant move-

ment. Because of her tendency to put
man's opinion and wisdom ahead of a
"Thus saith the Lord" in the operation of
the branches of the Lord's work, and
also because of her neglect of duty in
dcl"ining what God says in doctrinal
issues, Christ is resorting to supportive
ministries as repairers of the breach in
His expressed will.

Disobedience to Christ is insubordi-
nation, and a turning back from following
Christ's directives is apostasy. What arc
God's plans for our responses as individu-
als to the ongoing deepening lukewarm
condition of God's visible church? How
arc we to relate to church organization and
authority that arc persistent in insubordi-
nation to many of the Lord's directives?

Ancient Israel had largely been oper-
ating the Lord's program according to
their own wisdom for hundreds of years.
Repeatedly the Lord had sent them mes-
sengers to reprove their ways and redirect
their feet into the paths of the Lord's
counsels. Over the centuries the ten north-
ern tribes had especially been stiff-necked
in following their own ways, and the Lord
had found it necessary in 722 13.c. to give
them and their lands over to the posses-
sion of the surrounding heathen. But the

Lord had continued to work with the
remaining two tribes, Judah and Ben-
jamin, to usc them to carry out His will
upon the earth. King Josiah, during his
reign (639-{5Q8 13.c.) had been a failhful
undershepherd in leading the nation in
obedience to the Lord's directives (sec
"The Role of Leadership in Revival and
Reformation," Our Firm Foundatioll,
December 1991). This revival however
had been short-lived. Because of Judah's
persistenl pattern of refusing to live and
work in harmony with His instructions,
the Lord sent Nebuchadnezzer in 605 B.c.
to eapture Jerusalem and to punish His
chosen people with seventy years of exile.

Daniel had been in the first group of
captives taken to Babylon. If at any time
there had been rcason to doubt that the
Jews were God's chosen people to beused
of Him to be His visible church on earth it
was then. If there was ever a timc when it
seemed that there was nothing to be
gained by living up to the health and
spiritual standards of the Lord il was there
in the courts of Babylon. Daniel was one
of few who purposed in their hearts that
regardless of the failures of others they
would live in full harmony with the
Lord's will for their personal lives and in
their witness for Him. Even though all
others might turn from the Lord, Daniel

Vernon Sparks
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God is looking for men and women who,
acknowledging their oneness with His
lukewarm people, will persist in prayer for
their repentance, revival and reformation

To stand for truth when champions
are few and to take courage from the
cowardice of others is to be our test.

"Already the judgments of God arc
abroad in the land, as seen in storms, in
floods, in tempests, in ca11hquakes, in
perils by land and by sea. The great 1AM
is speaking to those who make void He'
law. When God's wrath is poured out
upon the earth, who will then be able to
stand? Now is the time for God's people
to show themselves true to principle.
When the religion ofChrist is most held in
contempt, when His law is most despised,
then should our zeal be the warmest and
our courage the most unflinching. To
stand in defense of truth and righteous-
ness when the majority forsake us, to fight
the battles of the Lord when champions
are few-this will be our test. At this time
we must gather warmth from the coldness
of others, courage from their cowardice,
and loyalty from their treason." Review
alld Herald, vol. 2, 105

Daniel set us another example in
what we personally arc to do when
God's visible church turns back from
following Christ and His directives. He
searched the Scriptures and prophecies
regarding God's plan for His chosen, but
wayward, people. Daniel accepted the
prophecies of Isaiah and Jeremiah that,
contrary to all outward appearances,
God was still going to work through His
chosen people to fulfill His will. It was
prophesied that there was to be a revival,
reformation and restoration of His vis-
ible church. There was not to be the
formation of a new organization. See
Prophets alld Killgs, 552-553. Even
though it appeared that God had for-
saken His rebellious chosen people,
Daniel never ceased to pray for their
restoralion 10 the path of obedience and
the carrying out of God's original plan to
reveal Himself to the world through
them. Although there is no record of
Daniel ever disobeying the Lord, he
identified himself with his disobedient
nalion and importuned God to honor His
prophesied promises to heal them and
restore them to His favor. See Sanctified
Life, 46-49

We are told that" the effectual fer-
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much." James 5:16. As did Daniel, we
need to pray that God will heal and
reslore our people and our leadership to
full-hearted obedience to Him. We need
to claim the promise that with impor-
tunale, fervent prayer God can turn the
thoughts and hearts of men to Him.

"Eager, earnest, importunate prayer
is needed. There is efficiency in prayer.
In answer to fervent prayer, God can
turn the thoughts and hearts of men as
He turns the waters of the sea." Review
alld Herald, vol. 4,477

"One man, when the church in Scot-
land was maki.ng some resolutions to
compromise the faith, to concede their
staunch principles, was determined
never to yield a jot or tilt Ie. He went
upon his knees before God and thus
pleaded, 'Give me Scotland or I die.' His
importunale prayer was heard. Oh, that
the earnest prayer of faith may arise

everywhere, Give me souls buried now
in the rubbish of error, or I die! Bring
them to the knowledge of the truth as it
is in Jesus." This Day with God, 163

We arc told that the greatest victories
to the church as well as to the individual
are those gained in the audience cham-
ber with God.

"The greatest victories to the Church
or to the individual Christian arc not
those lhat are gained by talents or educa-
tion, by wealth, or the favor of men; they
are those victories that are gained in the
audience chamber with God, when
earnest, agonizing faith lays hold upon
the mighty arm of power." Review alld
Herald, ibid., 371

Nehemiah was also zealous for the
repentance, revival, reformation and res-
toration of God's visible church. He, as
did Daniel, identified himself as a sinner
with his people. "I pray before thee now,
day and night, for the children of Israel
thy servants, and confess the sins of the
children oflsrae!. which we have sinned
against thee: both I and my father's
house have sinned." Nehemiah 1:6. He
acknowledged to God that we "have not
kept the commandments nor the statutes,
nor the judgments which thou eom-
mandest by thy prophet" (Nehemiah
1:7) in how to live and work for thee.
See COIlf/iet alld Courage, 269. In his
importunate prayers for his people he, as

did Daniel, won "to his side a power that
can turn hearts as the rivers of waters arc
turned." Conflict Gild Courage, 262

As in days gone by, God is looking
for men and women who, acknowl-
edging their oneness with His lukewarm
people, will persist in prayer for their
repentance, revival and reformation.
When there is persevering prayer of men
and women who are obeying Him, the
Lord is then able to do for His people
that which He otherwise could not do.

Nehemiah extended his example for
us further in thaI he followed up his
petitions to God with doing everything

within his power to carry out the needed
revival and reformation.

"God's children arc not only to pray
in faith, but to work with diligent and
provident care. They encounter many
difficulties and often hinder the working
of Providence in their behalf, because
they regard prudence and painstaking
effort as having lilt Ie to do with religion.
Nehemiah did not regard his duty done
when he had wept and prayed before the
Lord. He united his pelitions with hoty
endeavor, putting forth earnest, prayer-
ful efforts for the success of the enter-
prise in which he was engaged." Proph-
ets alld Killgs, 633-{534

Nehemiah set such an example of
energy, zeal and courage that others
followed his example in strengthening
the hands and hearts of their neighbors.

"When Nehemiah moved out as a
reformer and deliverer in Israel, he was
actuated by love to God and anxiety for
the prosperity of His people. His heart
was in the work he had undertaken; his
hope, his energy his enthusiasm, his deter-
mination of character, welc contagious,
and inc;pired others with the same courage
and lofty purpose. Each man became a
Nehemiah in his own sphere, and helped
to make stronger the hand and heart of his
neighbor; and soon feebleness was
succeeded by strength and courage." Re-
view and Herald, vol. 1,406
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There is crying need of earnest, faithful
Nehemiahs and Ezras-men who will not shun
to call sin by its right name, and who will not
shrink from vindicating the honor of God

Although Israel had been in repeated
and prolonged apostasy, neither Daniel
nor Nehemiah was willing to leave or to
consign God's chosen people to Baby-
lon. Rather than giving a call to "come
out of Israel" they persisted in calJing
their people out of Babylon. Recogniz-
ing that only God would know when an
individual's or an organization's preba·
tion is closed, and thus only a prophet
would be able to give such a message.
their burden always remained to draw
God's people into repentance, revival
and reformation. Their hcart·cry was
always restoration.

God is seeking for those who will not
only work to warn the world but will
also labor unceasingly for the purifica-
tion of the church. "Shake off your
spiritual lethargy. Work with all your
might to save your own souls and the
souls of others. It is no time now to cry,
'Peace and safety.' It is not silvcr-
tongued orators that arc needed to give
this message. The truth in all its pointed
severity must be spoken. Men of action
are needed-men who will labor with
earnest, ceaseless energy for the purify-
ing of the church and the warning of the
world." Testimonies, vol. 5, 187

Our message today is also not to
label or consign God's l.<10dicean people
to Babylon, but to call them to repent-
ance, revival and reformation. Our
heart-cry must always be restoration to
obedience to Christ, the divine Leader.

"God is leading out a people. He has
a chosen people, a church on the earth,
whom He has made the depositaries of
His law. He has committed to them
sacred trust and eternal truth to be given
to the world. He would reprove and
correct them. The message to the
Laodiecans is applicable to Seventh-day
Adventists who have had great light and
have not walked in the light. It is those
who have made great profession, but
have not kept in step with their Leader,
that will be spewed out of His mouth
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unless they repent. The message to pro-
nounce the Seventh-day Adventist
Church Babylon, and call the people of
God out of her, does not come from any
heavenly messenger, or any human
agent inspired by the Spirit of God."
Selected Messages, book 2, 66

Not only did Nehemiah deal with the
apostasy of God's people through im-
portunate prayer and by selling a correct
example, he also used the straight testi-
mony to rebuke sin and arouse the
people to return to the Lord. He called
sin by its right name regardless of the
rank or position of the offender. Like

conditions will elicit like responses in
God's faithful people today. They will
rebuke sin because they love God, and
also because they love the church and
the sinner.

"We need Nehemiahs in this age of
the world, who shall arouse the people to
see how far from God they are because
of the transgression of His law." The
Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commen-
tary, vol. 3, 1137

"In the existing state of religious
declension, there is crying need of
earnest, faithful Nehemiahs and Ezras-
men who will not shun to call sin by its
right name, and who will not shrink
from vindicating the honor of God.
Those upon whom God has laid the
burden of His work arc not to hold their
peace, and cover prevailing evils with a
cloak of false charity. Men of courage
and energy are needed to expose fash-
ionable sins. Iniquity must not be pal-
liated and excused. Those who lead the
church of God to follow the customs and
practices of the world, arc not to be
lauded and exalted. No regard for family
or position will hinder the faithful ser-
vants of Christ from guarding the inter-
ests of His people. God is no respecter of
persons. Great light and special privi-
leges bring increased responsibility.
When those who have been favored or
honored of God, commit sin, their in·

Ouence goes very far to encourage
others in transgression. And if, by their
example, the faith of another is weak-
ened, and moral and religious principle
is broken down, the wrath of God will
surely come upon those betrayers of
their sacred trust.

"Severity to a few will often prove
mercy to many. Yet we must be careful
to manifest the spirit of Christ, and not
our own hasty, impetuous disposition.
We must rebukc sin, because wc love
God, and love the souls for whom Christ
died." The Signs of lhe Times, vol. 1,
407; sec Prophets and Kings, 675

Untiring vigilance must be the
watchword of those who have the inter-
ests of Christ's church at heart.

"The spirit of true reform will be met
in our day as in ancient times. Those who
arc zealous fort he honor ofGod, and who
will not countenance sin either in minis-
ters or people, need not expect rest or
pleasure in this life. Untiring vigilance
mlLst be the watchword of all who guard
the interests of Christ's church." The
Southern Watchman, July ]2, ]904

In our endeavors to point out sin we
must first and foremost seck a revelation
of our own true condition before God. We
ourselves mlLst first be submitted to and
molded by the Holy Spirit. To do other-
wise is to manifest the spirit of Satan, the
accuser of the brethren. Sec Christ's Ob-
ject Lessons, 151. We must plead with
God to help us to know that our motives
and actions arc indeed to reform and
restore rather than to accuse and destroy.
Sec ibid., 166. Once repentance and refor-
mation have occurred we will not, as docs
the accuser of the brethren, continue to
mention and rebuke our brethren for those
sins repented of and forsaken and for the
faults of the past. SeeReview and Herald,
vol. 3, 521; Testimonies to Ministers,
39--40
If in the process of repentance, re-

vival and reformation, God uscs some-
one else to reveal faults and defects in
ourselves we must be willing to listen to
and to obey the Spirit's voice regardless
of through whom it comes.

"The Holy Spirit nailers no man,
neither docs it work according to the
devising of any man. Finite, sinful men
arc not to work the Holy Spirit. When it
shall come as a reprover, through any
human agent whom God shall choose, it is
man's place to hear and obey its voice."
The £I/ell G. White 1888Materials, 1541

Moses is another example of a per-
son with the true spirit of a reformer. He



Are we ever too ready to believe that the Lord
is going to turn from His organized church and
make a great nation of the independent
ministries?

was faithful in calling sin by its right
name and of putting it out of the camp.
Sec Exodus 32: 19-28
"In this our day, when many, even

among those who claim to be numbered
among God's people, arc not fully de-
cided as to the right course, the Lord is
calling for men who will move stead-
fastly in the path that He has marked
out, and with unshaken determination
carry out His purposes. Those who oc-
cupy positions of responsibility should
know what saith the Lord. Like Moses
of old, they should stand un\linehingly
for the right, stemming the current of
evil. In the critical times in which we
are living, men of determination are
needed-men who will stand stimy for
the truth at all times and under all
circumstances-men who, when they
sec that others arc becoming untrue to
principle, will lift their voice in warning
against the danger of apostasy." Review
and Herald, vol. 5,496

Moses' intent was always, if at all
possible, the restoration of the sinner.
His spirit as a true reformer was tested
and came forth as pure gOld. We are all
familiar with the forty days and forty
nights Moses was in Mount Sinai just
after God had spoken the Ten Com-
mandments, and the children of Israel
committed the great sin of worshiping
the golden calf. Their sin, which for-
feited God's favor and justice, called for
their destruction. God proposed just
such a punishment for His rebellious
visible church. He would then make of
Moses and his descendants, His chosen
people--a mighty nation.
The natural man is selrish, and how

readily we tend to put down others in
order to lift ourselves up! How readily
the natural man is in favor of making
others look bad because in comparison it
makes us look good! Even as reformers
we are in danger of being motivated by
selfishness. Do we ever feel or act sat-
isfied at the news of deepening apostasy
in our church, knowing that it tends to
confirm our stand as reformers? Are we
ever too ready to believe that the Lord is
going to turn from His organized church
and make a great nation of the inde-
pendent ministrics? Ne we ever tempted
to believe and to say that probation has
closed for the church and its \cadcrs, and
that we arc now free to turn our backs on
working for the repentance, revival and
reformation of Laodicea? Moses was
tempted on these points by the direct
word of the Lord. His response revealed

thai he was a reformer for unselfish
reasons. His response revealed that his
inmost purpose was not to point out the
wrongness of the church in order to lift
up self. Let us avoid judging the motives
of others, but let uS ask God to help us to
know if our own motives are based on
self. Moses pled with God not to destroy
Israel, but to pardon and restore her. And
ir God would not forgive their sin,
Moses requested that h.is name also be
blotted out of the book of life. Sec
Exodus 32, Deuteronomy 9:6-29.
Moses has indeed set a high standard for
all would-be reformers.

"As Moses interceded [or Israel, his
timidity was lost in his deep interest and
love for those for whom he had, in the
hands or God, been the mcans of doing
so much. The Lord listened to his plead-
ings, and granted his unselfish prayer.
God had proved His servant; He had
tested his faithfulness and his love for
that erring, ungrateful people, and nobly
had Moses endured the trial. His interest
in Israel sprang from no selfish motive.
The prosperity or God's chosen people
was dearer to him than personal honor,
dearer than the privilege of becoming

the father of a mighty nation. God was
pleased with his faithfulness, his sim-
plicity o[ heart, and his integrity, and He
committed to him, as a faithful shep-
herd, the great charge of leading Israel 10
the Promised L1nd." Patriarchs and
Prophets, 319

Today we are confronted with great
apostasy in the camp of modern Israel. In
addition to chronic disobedience in how
to operate the various branches of the
Lord's work and the increasing pluralism
of doctrinal beliefs, there is also a tend-
ency on the part of the Adventist ministry
to act as rulers in Israel. There is clearly
today a tendency for them to exercise
kingly power, rather than to serve a'S
counselors, teachers and instructors.
There is a tendency for the undcr-
shepherds to drive rather than to lead the

\lock. But even when they do lead the
[lock, they are too often Icading them into
paths of lowered standards and into ir-
reverent methods of church worship.
They arc too often feeding them with
provender mixed with spiritually poi-
sonous doctrines. Because of the condi-
tions in some local churches, some feel
compelled to protect themselves and their
ramilies from doctrinal error and lowered
standards. Some are able to find another
church accessible to them which can mcet
their needs. Howcver, others arc seem-
ingly left without an acceptable church to
attend. Some in speaking out against the
entering apostasy meet resistance and
varying degrees of persecution. Some arc
removed from their church offices. Some
have their memberships frozen, or even
taken away. Frequently such "discipline"
is carried on contrary to the Church
Manual, as well as to the principles of the
Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy. As far as
we know no one has yet lost his life for
protesting the increasing apostasy in Ad-
ventism, a') did some who protested the
golden-calf apostasy. But there is reason
to wonder whether it could possibly come
to that.

"There were some who remained true
to their covenant with God, but the greater
part of the people joined in the apostasy. A
few who ventured to denounce the pro-
posed image making as idolatry, were set
upon and roughly treated, and in the
confusion and excitement they finally lost
their lives." Patriarchs and Prophets, 316

Today, as in times past, some arc
being forced out or the synagogue of
believers. Owing to these various cir-
cumstances, there is a temptation to
believe that perhaps indeed God has
rejected the organized body. With reason
we are tempted to ask, "Could it be that
now it is God's will for His supportive
ministries not merely to supplement the
work of the organized Adventist church
but even to replace the persistently dis-
obedient visible church?" Of a certainty
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It would be well that when we like Moses are
tested and proved by God to abandon Israel
and to make of us "a great nation," that our
response will ever be as was his-"No, never"

there is a temptation today to lurn our
backs upon the organized church, and to
limit our fellowship, dialog and ministry
to those in Adventism who agree with
us, and then to spend our time and
talents in outreach with the intent of
enlarging our own group.

Could it be that by the present trou-
bling conditions of modem Israel we arc
merely hearing the echoes of God's test-
ing words to Moses? "Now therefore let
me alone, that my wrath may wax hot
against them, and that I may consume
them: and I will make of thee a great
nation." Exodus 32:10. Could it be that
the apostasy which is causing fragmenta-
tions and divisions in the visible church is
allowed of God not only to reveal the
hearts of the unfaithful but to also reveal
the hearls of the "reformers"? Could it be
that present circumstances arc permitted
to help us to know our inner motives? It
would be well for each of us to be certain
that we like Moses are motivated to be
reformers, 110t in order for us to become a
great nation, but in order that God's vis-
ible church may experience repentance,
revival, reformation and restoration,

On the borders of Canaan twelve spies
were sent to explore the Promised Land
and to bring out a report of its virtues and
the strength of its defenses. Ten of the
spies emphasized how strongly it was
defended and convinced the congregation
of Israel that it was impossible for them to
enter in and to inherit the goodly land.
Caleb and Joshua acknowledged that
there were giants in the land, but that since
the Lord was on Israel's side they indeed
could enter in. The congregation purposed
to stone Caleb and Joshua and to elect a
leader other than Moses to lead them back
to Egypt. Sec Numbers 13-14. Once
again God tested and proved Moses as a
true reformer.

" 'And the Lord said unto Moses,
How long will this people provoke me?
and how long will it be ere they believe
me, for all the signs which I have
showed among them'l I will smite them
with the pestilence, and disinherit them,
and will make of thee a greater nation
and mightier than they.'

"Moses was then tested and proved
of God. Forsake Israel? Come out from
among them, and leave them in their
rebellion and sin?-No, never." Review
alld Herald, vol. 3, 85

When we arc saying that the apostasy
of the church and/or of its leadership is so
great that it is impossible for them to ever
experience repentance, revival or restara-
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tion could it not be that we are echoing the
discouraging report of the ten unfaithful
spies? Could it be that when we say that
probation is closed for Adventist leader-
ship or for anyone else that we arc echo-
ing the cry that the "gianls" arc too great
to be slain? Could it be that such reports
today will have the same results as they
did so many years ago-the loss of souls
and even further delay in entering into the
heavenly Caanan? Regardless of how se-
rious the waywardness, the insubordina-
tion and the apostasy or God's visible
church may seem it would be well that

when we like Moses arc tested and proved
by God to abandon Israel and to make or
us "a great nation," that our response will
ever be as was his-UNo, never." This is
in spitc of the fact that the "whole church"
will never be revived. See Selecled Mes-
sages, book I, 122

"Mark the whole tenor of this chap-
ter, and learn the lesson it conveys to
modern Israel. These things are written
for our ensamples upon whom the ends
of the world arc come. We sec the
unbelief, and the stout resistance of
some who have had great light, and
although evidence has been piled upon
evidence, they have kept themselves in
stubborn resistance. The Lord has sent
messages of warning and entreaty, mes-
sages of reproof and rebuke, and they
havc not been in vain. But wc have
never had a message lhat the Lord would
disorganize the church. We havc never
had the prophecy concerning Babylon
applied to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, or been informed that the 'loud
cry' consisted in ealling God's people to
come out of her; for this is not God's
plan concerning Israel.

"In the example of Moses pleading
for the children of Israel, is represented
the position that we should take in re-
gard to the people of God, however
er,;ng, or weak, or defective they may
be." Review and Herald, ibid., 85-86;
emphasis supplied

In our great concern for our condition
as a people and for the failure of leader-
ship to lead His people into full obedience
to Christ's directives let us not lose faith in
Christ's ultimate control as Head of His
visible church. We arc to cherish and
cultivate the faith of the faithful of past
generations. After we have done all that
we can by His grace to free ourselves and
His people from the apostasy of disobe-
dience we are 10 wait for full deliverance
in Christ's appointed time and way.

"We must Cherish and cultivate the
faith or which prophets and apostles have

testified-the faith that lays hold on the
promises of God, and waits for deliver-
ance in His appointed time and way. The
sure word of prophecy will meet its final
fulfillment. in the glorious Advent of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as King of
kings and Lord of lords, The time of
waiting may seem long; the soul may be
oppressed by discouraging circum-
stances; many in whom confidence has
been placed may fall by the way: but with
the prophet who endeavored to encourage
Judah in a time of unparalleled apostasy,
let us confidently declare, 'The Lord is in
his holy temple: let all the earth keep
silence before him.' Habakk'Uk 2:20. Let
us ever hold in remembrance the cheering
message, 'The vision is yet for an ap-
pointed time, but at the end it shall speak,
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it;
because it will surely corne, it will not
tarry, .. , The just shall live by his faith.'
Habaklmk 2:3-4." Ibid., vol. 6, 505

In future articles we will study how
God intends His people as a church to
relate to members in apostasy or itself in
apostasy. We will then investigate what
God is presently doing and will continue
to do, which makes it totally unneces-
sary for supportive ministries to ever
start a separate denominated church or-
ganization in contrast to the present
visible church. 0

To be c011linued in the June issue
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I am subscribing to receive Our Firm
Foundation. The magazines arc inform-
ative, well-written, and contain vital in-
formation for us in these la't days. When
I can, I will send a donation.
-HW, Mississippi

We have enjoyed the articles pre-
sented in this past year's magazine. We
have been blessed in our personal rela-
tionship with Jesus.

We were disappointed with the Re-
view artiele on "The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church and Certain Private Or-
ganizations." We sincerely believe the
Lord has raised you up to do for our
people what our leaders have failed to
do. Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.?!

Please send us the book Issues:
Clarified.
-UB, California

Thank you for preaching the true
testimony and using the Spirit of Proph-
ecy and adhering to the historic Seventh-
day Adventist theology. I am blessed by
your articles.
-ET, California

A copy of the paperback book Is-
sues: Clarified arrived in my mail
week in response to my order. Before
even finishing the reading of the entire
book I want to thank you for the clear
and sensitive presentation of each point,
for the manifestation of Christian inte-
grity in the manner each challenge was
met, and for demonstrating in your own
work and words [that aJ "Thus saith the
Lord" is OUT guide and foundation rather
than simply a profession of hollowness.
[ have already phoned two friends long-
distance recommending the book and
I've typed several pages of quotations
from it and included thcm in lcttcrs I've
mailed.

Thank you for keeping the price so
low, so rea,onable that those ofus without
an excess of funds can afford to buy it.
-KS, Hawaij

Plea,e keep up the good work and
don't be discouraged. Remember our
test is to stand in defense of truth and
righteousness when the majority forsake
us, to fight the battles of the Lord when

champions are few. I believe champions
for the Lord are becoming fewer and
fewer. I greatly enjoy Our Firm Foullda-
lioll. I can just see the love of God in the
hearts of these people who write for Our
Firm Foundation.
-RH, Virginia

[ received the Issues tapes and have
listened to all of them. I wish this infor-
mation to go out to all those who
ceived the insert in the Review. Many
will never make an effort to find oul ir
things published in that insert are true.

I believe we arc living in the very
last days of this earth's ltistory. How
much we need to search our hearts to see
if there be "any wicked thing in me." I
pray you will prosper in your work at
Hope and that the word of Truth will
reach many morc souls for Jesus.
-BW, Washington

I have not taken the time to write you
and let you know what a blessing your
ministry has been to me. But with all the
misrepresentations and falsehoods printed
in the Review, I felt a deep obligation to
write you. So many hearts have been
saddened by the accusations made by
so-called leaders. It is heartbreaking when
we can no longer read "truth" in our
literature, I don't know who sent me Our
Firm FOLindation, but I would not be
without it. It fiJis me to overflowing with
the precious truth of our dear Saviour. I
thank you from the very depth of my heart
for your faithfulness in spreading God's
truth. I truly believe the North American
Division action has harmed themselves
much more than they can yet realize.
When we are walking with Christ, \ve can
expect to be treated as He was, so I pray
that you will stay close to God. You are in
my prayers each day. It will not be long
until the wheat will be separated from the
tares. I pray that I will remain faithful to
God and can share eternal life with all
God's faithful people.
-MB, Missouri

From Afl'ica
Thank you very much for attending

to my request with the heart of love. I

received your parcel [of literature]. I
delayed to reply to you because I wanted
to go through my lovely magazines and
come up with some few comments. Up
to now, brethren, I do not know how I
can express my joy, and I must confirm
that I am astonished, and I must say that
I will never remain the same. Please
keep me informed through those spir-
itual printed pages. Please pray for me.

I still look forward to receive more
information/magazines or booklets. May
I now extend my request to you about
how to enroll in your correspondence
Bible course.
-SM, Zambia

I read your article in Ollr Firm
dalioll, May 1990, entitled "God's Plan
for the Health Work," which was quot-
ing Counsel.'; on Health, Evangelism,
Health Reformer, Patriarchs and
els. ... This article opened my eyes. I
was louehed when I read "better ror the
work to go crippled than for workers
who are not fully devoted to be em-
ployed." I have repeated reading this
article. Here in this counlry there are
many people employed who are not
converted. Also we arc told that we have
no right to read Our Firm FOl/udation,
and I love to read this paper becausc it
gives me spiritual food.

Another problem we have herc, we
don't have Spirit of Prophecy books. J
have The Ministry ofHealing and
arc/Is and Prophets. 1n this town there is
a group of 17 people who are reading
Our Firm Foundation, although we arc
not approved by our pastor.

Can you supply all those books you
quoted [in the above-mentioned article]?
If we can get those books it will be a new
day to me.
- TM, Tanzania

As many ministries who have sent
literature to Africa can testify, there
seems to be no end to the earnest
quesls for Irulit-filled lileralure. We
praise the Lord for your recent
tions (ear-marked "Overseas
lUre"), one afwhich amounted to nearly
$5,000, We depend on your col1tinLied
support to fulfill as many requests as
possible.-EDITORS
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My LastWill and Testament on
the Subject ofEducation, Part 4

Walter E. Straw
20 Our Firm Foul/dation April 1993

I F the Testimonies are unsafe to follow,just what is their usc for this denomi-
nation? Testimonies, vol. 5, 81, says:
"The time is not far distant when the test
will come to every soul. The mark of the
beast will be urged upon us. Those who
have step by step yielded to worldly
demands, and conformed to worldly
customs will not find it a hard matter 10
yield to the powers that be, rather than
subject themselves to derision, insult,
threatened imprisonment, and death."

We recognize that the day is coming
when we shall have to meet government
requirements in many things. What shall
we do at that time? Shall we yield, or
rely upon the Lord to carry us through?
We have had to meet army requirements.
We have had to meet labor unions who
!nterfere with the labor of our people in
the cities. In each case adjustments have
been made. Can the Lord not adjust our
problems as well in OUT educational
work? If we follow the Lord it may be
we cannot get as large wages and put on
as much style as now. But arc these
necessary? Before the end we shall have
to depend upon the Lord fully. Why not
begin to trust Him now, so that we can
get used to it? We arc told that we cannol
learn to do that during the time of
trouble. When we reach that time our
bread and water are assured, not our
cake and icc cream. Let us get used to
the bread and water so that we can
survive when the great stress comes.

I discussed some of these things with
Clinton Lee following the Second World
War. He is now president of the Korean
Union, where he formerly had charge of
the educational work. The government
there had certain educational require-
ments which our people there refused 10
follow. However, in Japan, controlled by
the same government, the people yield-
ed and followed the government pro-
gram. When the war broke out the
government in Japan required the
dents there to worship at the heathen
shrines because they followed the regu-
lar program; while in Korea the students
were exempt, because they had no
neetion with the government. My ex-
perience is that the closer we follow the

n,is article, the last in a four-part \Vas
written mOllY years ago by Walter E. Stran; flOW
deceased. He was the head of the Theology
Departmell1 (It Emmanuel MissioflQlY College
Qlut taughtBible for 14years. He alsoserwd the
Church as a Union Educational Secretary Glut
as a missiollGly ill Africa.



I have come to the conclusion after careful
thought, meditation and prayer, that I must
accept the Testimonies as a whole or not at all,
the same as I do the Bible

government, the more they will require
of us; and thc farther we keep from
them, the less they will cxpcct.

In the Review of November 4, 1954,
there is a statement from Arthur White, a
grandson of Mrs. E. G. White. In it he
says, "Mrs. White penned these words
for the church a few years before her
death 'Time and trial have nOl made
void the instruction given.' Selected
Messages, book 1, 41. The instruction
that was given in the early days of the
message is to be held as safe instruction
to follow in these, its closing days.
Those who arc indifferent to this light
and instruction must not expect to
escape the snares we have been plainly
told will cause the rejectors of light to
stumble and fall, and be snared, and be
taken."

We as a people claim that we arc
called to do a work similar to that of
Elijah, Moses, and John the Baptist. In
fact, we claim to be giving the John-the·
Baptist mcssage of prcparing the people
for the coming of the Lord. To prepare
John for his work, it was understood that
"the lraining of the rabbinical school
would have unfitted him for his work."
The Desire ofAges, 101. So "He [God]
called him to the desert that he might learn
of nature and nature's God. .. , Here his
surroundings were favorable to habits of
simplicity and self-dcniat. Uninterrupted
by the clamor of the world, he could hcre
study the lessons of nature, of revelation,
and of Providence.... John found in the
wilderness his school and his sanctuary.
Like Moscs in the mountains of Midian,
he was shut in by God's presence, and
surrounded by the evidences of His
power." Ibid., 101-102

Again, in The Ministry of Healing,
474--475, we read, "The education he
[Moses] received in Egypt ... was very
thorough.... He feIt he was fully pre-
pared for the work of delivering Israel
from bondage. But God judged other-
wise.... In Egypt ... he had been ac-
customed to receiving praise and
nattery. He had attracted the people to
himself. He hoped to accomplish by his
own powers the work of delivering
Israel. Far different were the lessons he
had to learn as God's representative. As
he led his nocks through the wilds of the
mountains and into the green pastures of
the valleys, he learned faith and meek-
ness, patience, humility, and self-forget-
fulness. .. . In this work Moses was
drawn nearer the chief Shepherd. He
became closely uniled to the Holy One

of Israel. No longer did he plan to do a
great work. He sought to do faithfully as
unto God the work committed to his
charge. He recognized the presence of
God in his surroundings.... He was
overwhelmed with the sense of his in-
capacity to be a mouthpiece for God.
But he accepted the work, putting his
whole trust in the Lord."

I wonder if the education our young
people now get in the universities is not
a good deal like that which Moses re-
ceived in Egypt. God could not usc it
then in His work of delivering Israel, nor
in preparing John the Baptist for his
work. Can He use it now in finishing His
work in the earth where the greatest
trials are to come when the devil makes
his last stand'! From my own experience
in those godless and skeptical schools, I
feci sure He cannot. There everything
bUI trust in God is taught. There the
whole idea of self-sufficiency for our
problems is Slrcssed. The capacity of the
human mind to solve its problems is
considered sufficient. I do not sec how
anyone can sit under that instruction for
three or four YCCJrs and not be influenced
byi!.

The facts are that many are seriously
inOucnced by it and do not know it. I
know whereof I speak, for I havc been
there. I give you an example of the effect
of university training upon myself.
When I hcad of the Bible depart-

ment of Emmanuel Missionary COllege,
I was appointed chairman of the Bible
section al the educational convention by
the men of the General Conference. I
thought I was a good loyal consecrated
Seventh-day Adventist, and the position
given me indicated that the men at head-
quarters thought so too. At that conven-
tion I made a speech on the subject of
the use of the Testimonies in our teach-
ing. In it I unconsciously gave a sample
of modern ideas and stressed the ability
of the human mind to decide what to
accept and what not to accept. What I

said greatly disturbed some of my fellow
teachers. They thought I was entirely out
of line. I could not understand this. I
thought they were narTOW and fanatical.

Since that time I have had opportu-
nity to renect upon that experience and
study the question farther. I am now
convinccd that I was giving my brethren
modern educational philosophy that I
had absorbed in the university for Bible
truth and did not know it. I have come to
the conclusion after careful thought,
meditation and prayer. that I must accept
the Testimonies as a whole or not at all,
the same as I do the Bible. Thcre is no
place for a halfway program any more
than there is a halfway acceptance into
heaven. We arc all for or all agains!.
Either God used Sister White in giving
her message, or He did not. I have
learned that human reason cannot
fathom the things of God. I cannot un-
derstand how God created the earth, nor
how the Crealor became a babe. I do not
understand how God inspired the Bible
or the Testimonies. Reason has no way
of reaching them. There are things one
can quibble about in both or all, if he so
desires and docs not want to obey, but
wants an excuse for following the things
of thc world. The answer to these ques-
tions comcs by faith; not by reason.
What the Apostle Paul said ycars ago is
just as true now as when he uttercd those
words, "But the natural man receivcth

not the things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned." 1 Corinthians
2:14. As I rellecl upon my experiences
and study God's plan of education anew,
I am becoming greatly distressed by
what I sec in our present educational
trends.

We have been told that "In the fu-
ture, men in the common walks of life
will be impressed by the Spirit of the
Lord to leave their ordinary employ-
ment, and go forth to proclaim the last
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How did John the Baptist meet the educated in
his day? What degree was it he had that stirred all
Judea and led them to repentance? How was it
that Peter, on the day of Pentecost, converted
3,000 souls in a day? What degree did he have?

message of mercy. As rapidly as possible
lhey are to be prepared for labor, that
success may crown their lahors." Tes-
timonies, vol. 7, 27

How could lhat be accomplished
with the present program in the organ-
ized work? A few years ago a man tried
to do that, a very successful business-
man of Ohio. He was a good lay-
preacher, and came to Emmanuel Mis-
sionary College when I was there. He
came to get some work in theology he
thought would be helpful to make his
labors more successFul. He planned to
spend his entire future in giving the
message as a self-supporting laborer.
When he got to the college the pre-
scribed course was submitted to him
which required his making up his high
school work before he could enter col-
legc classes. He pleadcd that he only
wanled certain classes he thought would
bc helpful in his work. But lhe authori-
ties would make no exceptions. He came
to me with his troubles and wanted to
know what to do. I allowed him to sit in
my classes, contrary to the rules, or he
would have gone home with nothing.

The college courses are outlined for
those who expect to go through coUege
and receive a degree. The conferences
requirc it for their workers, and thc col-
Icge programs are directed in that way.
Consequently if those words of the Tes-
timonies arc fulfilled it wiU have to be
outside of the regular program of the
denomination. It is argued that the world
is becoming highly educated, so we must
prepare our workers to meet an educated
class. It is claimed that to meet the edu-
cated, our workers must be highly edu-
cated. How did John the Baptist meet the
educated in his day? What degree was il
he had that stirred all Judea and led them
to repentance? How was it that Peter, on
the day of Pentecost, converted 3,000
souls in a day? What degree did he have?
Their accomplishments came about be-
cause they were filled with the spirit and
power of God, not degrees. I do not wish
to disparage education. BUI I do wish to
say that it will take something more than
degrees to bring aboul the mighty power
of God in the latter rain to finish the work
of God in the earth. The Desire ofAges,
149-150 states, "He [Jesus] passed by the
wise men of His time) because they were
so self-confident that they could not sym-
pathize with suffering humanity, and be-
comc co-laborcrs with the Man of
Nazareth.... The First thing to bc lcarned
by all who would become workcrs to-
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gether with God is the lesson of self-dis-
trust; thcn they are prepared to have
imparted to them the character of Christ."

I think we all agree thaI educalion is
beneficial to a worker if with it he can
humble himselF so lhat God can work
through him. But the facts are that edu-
cation often fills a man with self-suffi-
ciency that is liable to cause him to
depend upon his education for results
rather than upon the power of God.
Moses with his Egyptian degrees could
not be used by God until he went into the

wilderness for forty years to get much of
thc stuff he had learned out of him, so
God could Fill him with His Spiri!. We
are told further, "The Lord can do noth-
ing toward the recovery of man until,
convinced of his own weakness, and
stripped of all self-sufficiency, he yields
himselF to the control of God. Then he
can receive the girt that God is waiting
10 bestow. From the soul that feels his
need, nothing is withhcld. He has unre-
stricted access to Him in whom all Full-
ness dwells." The Desire ofAges, 300

We recognize that an educated man
like Paul may be humble and led by the
Spirit of the Lord. We recognize also
that a beautiful woman may be humble
and a fine Christian. When eilher educa-
tion or beauty bccomes the goal, such as
entering a beauty contest, or entering the
scramble for degrees as the goal, the
probability of either becoming humble
or conIrolled by the Spiril is most un-
likely. Consequently, so long as we
place univcrsily degrees as the goal for
the youth, just so long is the probability
of their feeling self-distrustful and their
necd of relying upon the Lord unlikely;
and just so long will worldly ways be in
our school and self-sufficiency among
our workers. Such goals will never pre·
pare our people for the laller rain and lhe
power of God's people to Finish His
work in the world. The work of God will
bc finished by God's power in lhe lives
of His people; not by education, or

degrees. To havc thaI power we must
first feel our necd and our own insuffi-
ciency; then God can supply our lack. I
hope that power can come without our
being obliged to go into thc wilderness
for forty years like Moses, to get the
worldly ideas out of us so God can come
in by His Spirit and Fill us with His
power to finish the work, so we can go
home to glory.

I trust no one will inFer From what I
have said that I have doubts as to
whether the Adventist denomination

was called of God to be His special
people and give the present-day message
to the world. I believe this denomination
was called by God to do His special
work and give His present-day message
to the world just as verily as that God
callcd Israel out of Egypt to be His
special people and uphold the light of
His truth 10 thc world, or that God called
Jesus and His disciplcs to do a special
work and uphold His truth in their days.
I believe the call of all of these rested
upon the same principles, and all have
the same authority back of them.

I also believe therc was thc same
human clement of weakness connected
with each movement, and the same incH·
nation to look to thc world and to human
judgment that nccessitatcd a chosen
messenger from the Lord through whom
He could work to keep the movement on
the right course. God used Moses and
the laller prophets in Israe!. He used
Jesus and the disciples in the early
church. And he used Mrs. E. G. While in
thc rcmnant church.

In each movement there was a tend-
ency to watch what was going on in the
world and rely upon human judgment
ralher than to humbly rely upon God's
chosen instrument. Israel objected to the
way Moses led them. They complained
about the roule, the simple food, and
wcre continually looking back to the
things they did in Egypt, instead of
relying upon the counsel of God's mes-



Adherence to the principles of God's Word will
bring as great blessing to us as it would have
brought to the Hebrew people

senger. They felt sure that Moses was in
error at Kadesh-barnea, and decided not
to take his counsel further. They could
see no way of conquering those giants in
the land, and rebelled against Moses.
They wanted to follow their own human
jUdgment; and they never got into the
Promised Land until they were willing
to forget their human judgment and rely
implicitly upon God's chosen instrument
to take them there. When they did that,
God led them into the Promised Land at
the most inopportune time, at the nood-
ing of the Jordan, and caused the walls
of Jerieho to fall down and conquered
those giants in the way. The same
troubles followed them in Canaan when
they relied upon human judgment and
called for a king like the other nations,
and whenever they did not rely upon the
prophet God sent. "By a prophet the
Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, and by
a prophet was he preserved." Hosea
12:13

The same was true when Jesus was
here. The disciples never saw things as
Jesus did. They had the viewpoint of their
times and of their people and wanted to
make Him king. They contendedwith one
another for the highest place, and wanted
to call down fire and burn up the people
who opposed them They watched for the
opportune time when popular sentiment

was favorable to have Jesus take the
throne. After He red the 5,000 they con-
cluded that then the sentiment was right
and tried to take Him by force and make
Him king. Their viewpoint was like their
associates and those around them. They
did not understand God's plan for His
work, so established their own in har-
mony with their times. But in spite of that,
God did the best He could with them, and
did not forsake them. But how much more
could have been accomplished if they had
let God carry out His own program for
them!

How similar their experiences with
that of Seventh-day Adventists today!

The very first message that came to this
people from the Lord regarding educa-
tion told uS that "Daily, systematic labor
should constitute a part of the education
of the youth," (Testimollies, vol. 3, 159)
and that vocations should be a part of the
educational program. We were to get
away from the system of the world.
When the first college was established
shortly after these words were given,
what do we find? Five years classical
Greek, and four years of Latin, and no
vocations-just like the world. We were
told that our COllege should be in the
country where right principles could be
carried out. Sister White went away and
when she got back she found the college
in the city of Battle Creek, because the
brethren could not sec how a college
could prosper in the country. No other
colleges were there.

After several years of struggle with
the school, they were told to move the
college to the country and put in voca-
tions. They found a man willing to un-
dertake the job and the college was
moved to the country and vocational
traiIling started. But the brethren could
see no sense in that program; so came to
the conference prepared to get rid of the
crazy chap who started it. Then Sister
White came to that same crazy chap and
urged him to go south and put his pro-

gram into effect. Later, when she visited
that school she said if the other schools
would follow that program, that we as a
people would be a spectacle to the
world, to angels, and to men, and the
work would soon be finished. How
many believed it then? And how many
helieve it now?-Mighty few.

We may be quite satisfied with the
way things arc going. We may say, "Sec
the thousands that are being baptized
each year." That may be a good omen;
and also it may be a bad one. The early
church boasted of the number of their
converts when they began to decline
spiritually, and let down the bars to get

more converts. This led to the great
apostasy in those days. Paul said,
"Though the number of the children of
Israel be as the sand of the sea, a
nant shall be saved." Romans 9:27.
God's work will be finished, not by
numbers, but by the power of God in His
church. And this will come when we get
into line, so that He can finish the work
and cut it short in righteousness. If we
believe God has a prophet, why should
we not at least try to follow that prophet?

When our educational work lined up
with the government in Japan, the stu-
dents were [arced to worship 3t the
heathen shrine. Now since we have a
man in that field leading out in the
educational work trying to follow the
instruction of the Testimonies, we have
the following report in the Review alld
Herald of March 10, 1955, which says,
ICThree years or morc ago most
cational authorities were set against our
small, family-type, multigraph class-
rooms-like the American rural schools.
But these humble buildings were neces-
sary in order to gel our schools started at
all. This year, after having inspected
several of our schools and having
studied carefully the 'Teachers Guide,'
which we printed last year, the Japanese
Ministry of Education has now asked us
to permit our schools to be designated as
model rural schools for the nation and to
let our plan of education be given pub-
licity. "

In Education, 50, we read: "With us,
as with Israel of old, success in educa-
tion depends on fidelity in carrying out
the Creator's plan. Adherence to the
principles of God's Word will bring as
great blessing to us al) it would have
brought to the Hebrew people."

When we preach the message to
people and they are fearful of losing
their jobs and that they will not be able
to support their families if they accept
the truth, we usually urge them to have
faith in God and trust Him to show the
way and lead them through. Would not
that be a good prineiple to apply in
carrying on God's work in the earth?

Some who hear this may think I am
critical. Perhaps I am, but the only way I
know whereby improvements can be
made is for weaknesses to be pointed out
and suggestions made for improve-
ments. This principle is considered so
important in the business world that
rewards arc offered to those who make
suggestions about how improvements
can be made. Further, if any organiza-
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tion is not open for suggestions it must
consider itself bordering on infallibility.
That is why Rome docs not improve and
further develop. It knows all, and has
become static. We as a people claim to
be giving the John-the-Baptist message
which was a critical message that pro-
nounced woes upon the scribes and
Pharisees for their sins. Ours is a critical
message to warn the world of its errors
and dangers. If it is a message to point
out errors in olhers, surely we should not
object to being warned of our own. If we
saw a blind man going toward thc road
leading to the river where the bridge was
Qut, it might be critical to warn him of
his danger and urge him to take another
road; but it ecrtainly would be chari-
table.

I close with a few words from a
message Sister White sent the Battlc
Creek Church and Elder Uriah Smith,
then secretary of the General Confer-
ence, in the early days of the Battle

Creek College when the problem we arc
now discussing was up. Elder Smith
was backing President McClean in
urging a classical program which was
opposed by Professor Bell, who urged a
practical program in harmony with the
instruction given in the Testimonies. At
that time Sister White wrote Elder
Smilh as follows: "I am pained to find
you, my muchvcstccmcd brother, in-
volved in the matter on the wrong side
with thosc whom I know God is not
leading.... God has given us, as a
people warnings, reproofs, and cau-
tions, on the right hand and on the left,
to lead us away from worldly customs
and worldly pOlicy." Tesfimol1ies l vol.
5, 45, 54

In this eonlroversy the Battle Creek
Church became involved and took sides.
So Sister White asked Elder Smith to read
the message she sent him to the church.
This he did not do. So three months later
she sent a message to the church in which

she said, "I have been shown that the spirit
of the world is fast leavening the church.
You arc following the same path as did
ancient Israel. ... I seldom weep, but now
I find my eyes blinded with tears; they are
falling upon my paper as I write.... The
days are fast approaching when there will
be great perplexity and confusion. Satan,
clothed in angel robes, will deceive, if
possible, the very clect. TI,ere will be
gods many and lords many. Every wind of
doctrine will be blowing. Those who have
rendered supreme homage to 'science
falscly so called' will not be the Icadcrs
then. Those who have trusted to intellect,
genius, or talent wiH not then stand at the
head of rank and file. TIley did not keep
pace with the light. Those who have
proved themselves unfaithful will not
then be entrusted with the flock. In the last
solemn work few great men will be en-
gaged. They arc self-suITieient, inde-
pendent ofGod, and He cannot use them."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 75-77, 800

Life AbundantMissionary Institute
40416 123rd Ave. Cl. East • Eatonville, WA 98328 • (206) 832-4491/6602

There are several ways you can learn
more about the causes and treatment of
disease, how to care for the sick using
natural remedies based on the eight laws
of health, and other ways to win souls to
Christ, including cooking schools and
Bible studies. These topics and more arc
being olTered by the staff of Life Abun-
dant Missionary Institute.

Field Seminal"S

You may invite our staff to present a
seminar in your area. These seminars
present God's call for each member of
His church to be a medical missionary.
Classes arc given in simple remedies
and healthful cooking.

Ministry nf lIealing Seminars

The seven-day seminars held at the
new facilities of Life Abundant Mis-
sionary Institute offer instruction in the
principles found in The Ministry of
Healing including the following areas:
hydrotherapy, the usc of charcoal, and
nutrition. Other subjects studied arc
controverted health issues, and how to
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give Bible studies. The total tuition for
these courses is $180, including hand-
outs, food, and lodging. The next two
on-campus seminars arc scheduled for
April 14-20 and September 22-28.

Hnme lIealtb Instructor Course

Our four-month gospel medical mis-
sionary program, scheduled for May
3-August 31, 1993, offers a brief, yet
comprehensive, training in Bible work
and health ministry. This course includes
the topics covered by the Ministry of
Healing seminars in greater depthl along
with a class entitled The Creator's
Masterpiece (human anatomy and phys-
iology). Please call or write for enroll-
ment prices and information.

Correspondence Courses

The following courses arc now avail-
able for study:

• The Creator's Masterpiece
• Simple Home Remedies
• Vegetarian Diet and Foods
• The Ministry of Healing
• How to Give Bible Studies

Write Jor illJomralioll:

If you would like more information
regarding any of these services, please
write or call us at the address shown
above.

Pre-registration is required for the
courses at Li fe Abundant Missionary
Institute.



Satan. God cannot lie. Titus 1:2. Salan is
the father of lies. John 8:44. Even one
small step away from the platform of
truth places us on Satan's territory, [or
truth is primary to the destiny of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. Where
have we gone wrong?

When a teen-ager, I constantly heard
the certainty of the message. Nothing is
more memorable than the oft-repeated
words of New Zealand Evangelist
George Burnside: "There is not a
shadow of a doubt." These pastors and
evangelists believed the Seventh-day
Adventist message with every neuron of
their mind. They proclaimed it with
every sinew of their body. Nor will I
ever forget the riveting message of the
late Australian evangelist and confer-
ence preSident, Pastor l.W. Kent, m; he
expounded 2 Peter 1:16-20: "We have
also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well to take heed, as
unto a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day star rise
in your hearts." Much more sure than
even what Peter had seen and heard on
the Mount of Transfiguration, is the
abiding revelation of God in the written
testimony of His faithful prophets.

We face an era today in our church
where church administrators and pastors

Truth

not have prepared us intellectually nor
emotionally for the extent of that apos-
tasy. It seems that nothing is left sacred
today; our doctrines have been as·
saulted, our worship forms, our edu-
cational institutions, our book pubHca-
tions, OUT magazines, our medical work,
our pastoral ministry, our evangelism,
the practices of our life, interchurch
relationships, and the very fabric of
church membership.

There has never been a time when
the need has been so urgent for deep
repentance, reformation, and revival in
our church. It must take place in the
heart of every member, and it cannot
happen until a re-establishment of the
truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ, God's
truth, which is at the very foundation of
reformation. Without it, there cannot be
reformation because "there is no sancti-
fication aside from truth," Fundamen-
tals of Christian Education, 432. Let us
first look at the perfect message that God
gave to the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

SHOCKlNGl Unbelievable! Fearful!
Incredible! Frightening! Agonizing!

Heartbreaking! Insidious! Diabolical!
All these words and more fail to reflect
the true universal impact of the utter
apostasy that has swept through the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, which
God has chosen to take the end-time
message of salvation to the world. No
human language can describe the impact
of the failure of each of us to fulfill our
God-given calling.
If we had been faithful, the tragedies

of this world could have ceased years
ago as God's people, being the genera-
tion to bring in everla'ting righteous-
ness, proclaimed the gospel to the world.
We are on this planet, not because God
wants us to be here, but because this
church has failed to be what God has
ordained it to be. No amount of rhetoric,
no excuses, no explanations can avoid
the clearest evidence, that to this time,
the Seventh-day Adventist Church has
failed God and has failed the world.
There is not a facet of Seventh-day
Adventism that is not in deep apostasy
today.

The servant of the Lord said that the
Omega of apostasy would be of a most Truth being the essence of God,
startling nature. Selected Messages, Jesus said, "I am .. the truth." John
book 1, 197. Even this warning could 14:6. It is truth that sets God apart from

I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The words of Paul must penetrate our conscience,
"For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
who shall prepare himself to the battle?"

are faced with two groups who hold
opposing beliefs. To many of them it
may seem virtuous to be uncertain, to be
unsure, not to know. This uncertainty
must cnd. It can end only as we preach
the ccntral pillars of thc Advcnt faith
with conviction and certainty and incor-
porate those principles into their livcs.
The importance of this certainty is re-
vealcd in Luke's gospel: "Forasmuch as
many have taken in hand to set forth in
order a declaration ofthosc things which
arc most surely believed among us, even
as they delivered them unto us, which
from the beginning were eyewitnesses,
and ministers of the word; it seemed
good to me also, having had perfect
understanding of all things from the very
first, to write unto thee in order, most
excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest
know the certainty of those things,
wherein thou has been instructed." Luke
1:1-4. How earnestly Luke sought to
present the certainty of the faith to
Theophilus, and how incumbent upon
every minister of the gospel to present
the certainty of the gospel today I

The words of Paul must penetrate
OUT conscience, "For if the trumpet give
an uncertain sound, who shall prepare
himself to the battle'!" 1 Corinthians
14:8. A preparation must be made for the
final battle in the great controversy be-
tween Christ and Satan. It is a prep-
aration of heart and soul and body.
Christ preached a certain, authoritative
message because He riveted His mes-
sage on the Word. Thus the people cried
out, "How knoweth this man letters,
having never learned?" John 7:15. After
He had completed the sermon on the
mount, we arc told, Uthe people were
astonished at his doctrine: for he taught
them as one having authority, and not as
the scribes." Matthew 7:28-29. That is
the message that God's ministers must
give today. Solomon understood this
truth when he wrote "that I might make
thee know the certainty of the words of
truth; that thou mightest answer the
words of truth to them that send unto
thee'!" Proverbs 22:21

Now is not a time to eater to plural-
ism or to preach philosophy; it is not a
time to preach psychology; it is not a
time to preach the speculation of man; it
is a time to "preach the word; be instant
in season, out of season; reprove, re-
buke, exhort with all longsuffering and
doctrine." 2 Timothy 4:2. These words
challenged me as 1 was ordained to the
gospel ministry, April 1971. By the
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grace of the Lord, I have tried always to
remember the vow I took at that ordina-
tion service. It was not made to man; it
was made to God. It is time for every
minister of the gospel to contend for the
faith. Jude 3. But all too often, as minis-
ters we have failed to preach the Word.
We have given the trumpet an uncertain
sound. Thus, damnable heresies have
come into our church. 2 Peter 2: 1. Many
have departed from the faith, giving
heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of
devils. 1 Timothy 4:1. Thus we have a
liberal, evangelical-oriented movement
within our ranks, creating a church
within our church.

I challenge my fellow ministers, if
they do not know the certain message of
the Advent faith, to take a leave of
absence, and delve into the Word and
into the Spirit of Prophecy to discover
the Seventh-day Adventist truths. If we
in the ministry cannot give a clear mcs-
sage, then most of the laity will fail, and
we will be held accountable for their loss
in the day of judgment. It is not good
enough to say that we did not learn these
truths in our college or seminary train-
ing. God will hold US responsible for the
fact that His Word is available and that
we have no excuse in this time of un-
precedented enlightenment within the
church. Neither can we hold leadership
responsible. There are those high in
ecclesiastical authority who will deny
the truth. "No superiority of rank, dig-
nity, or worldly wisdom, no position in
sacred office, will preserve men from
sacrificing principle when left to their
own deceitful hearts. Those who have
been regarded as worthy and righteous
prove to be ringleaders in apostasy and
examples in indifference and in the
abuse of God's mercies. Their wicked
course He will tolerate no longer, and in
His' wrath He deals with them without
mercy.

"It is with reluctance that the Lord
withdraws His presence from those who

have been blessed with great light and
who have felt the power of the Word in
ministering to others. They were once
His faithful servants, favored with His
presence and guidance; but they de-
parted from Him and led others into
error, and therefore arc brought under
the divine displeasure" Testimonies, vol.
2,212

Recently, in a scmi-orficial way, a
number of documents were put out
which bespeak the uncertainty that many
hold. Here is an example. "There are at
least three views on the nature of Christ
current in Adventist circles: (1) that at
the incarnation Christ took the nature

before Adam's fall; (2) that He took the
nature of Adam ofter the fall; (3) that He
took a nature that in certain respects was
like Adam's before the fall, but in other
respects was Adam's after the fall."
(Tithe, Roger W. Coon, AdvelJtisl Re-
view Insert, November 1991). This lack
of clarity as to who is the Christ who
died for us is showing a most critieal
indication of a church in which many
have lost the true certainty of their faith.

Two other glaring examples of this
fact are in the book'!ssues: The Sevellth-
day Adventist Church and Certai" Pri·
vateMinistries and theAdventist Review
insert Issues. After quoting from a state-
ment that I made in Ollr Firm Founda-
tion magazine, June 1989, which rcad as
follows: "The official Seventh-day Ad-
ventist statement of beliefs is couched in
such a way that pivotal doctrines such as
victorious Christian living, the nature of
Christ, and the atonement are left suffi-
ciently general that all but the most rabid
New Theology teachers can give confi-
dent assent to them. Thus it is hard to
take strong action against them," the
writers of the Adventist Review Insert
wrote, "but that is exactly the point. The
united church in session has deliberately
chosen to leave some points open be-
cause general agreement on specifics
docs not exist."



I plead for our leaders to reverse these false
statements and to give leadership that will
bring certainty and faith to our laity. To the
pastors I again reiterate, "Preach the Word"

It is surely incredible that leaders
would give assent to an acknowl-
edgement that wc do not havc a biblical
understanding of victorious Christian
living (What has happened to 1 John 1:9;
1 Corinthians 10: 13; Jude 24; 1 Pcter
1:22-23; Rcvelation 22:11; 12: 17;
14:12; 22:14; 19:8; Matthew 5:48; John
17:17; 2 Peter 1:4; Titus 2:11-14; and
myriads of othcr tcxts?), the nature of
Christ (What has happcned to Romans

1:3; 8:3; 9:5; Philippians 2:7; Galatians
4:4-5; Hebrews 2:14-18; 4:15; 1 Peter
2:21-22?), and Christ's adminislration
of His atonement in the Most Holy Place
of the heavenly sanctuary (Leviticus
4:20; 6:7; 7:7; 16:17; Hebrews 8:1-2;
9:11,24), and other similar declarations
of uncertainty found in the same book,
page 109: "The real problem is that
Hope International/Our Firm Founda-
tion hold certain views on the human
nature of Christ, the nature of sin, and
sanctification. These issues have never
been settlcd among Christians, much
less among Seventh-day Adventists.
They arc not issucs so essential to salva-
lion that souls will bc lost unlcss thcy are
resolved. The problem that Hope Inter-
national/Our Firm Foundation has
created is that this independent ministry
feels driven to charge the Seventh-day
Adventist Church with being in a state of
apostasy because it does not accept their
views on these moot theological issues,"

It can hardly be imagined that there
could possibly be any question among
Seventh-day Adventists as to what sin is.
That issue is settled in one text: I John
3:4. How tragic it would be if we did not
know what sin is! How unfair it would
be for God to destroy a sinner if it were
impossible for human beings to have
victory over sin! Note that sinners will
be destroyed. 1 Peter 4:18; Jude 15;
Galatians 5:19-21

But what seems even morc in-
credible is that the issue of sanctification
is declared to be a "moot" theological

issue. Sanctification is part of the gospel.
Repeatedly justification and sanctifica-
tion are linked together in the gospel.
Acts 6:18; Romans 8:1; 8:3-4; Matthew
6:12-13; John 3:5; Rcvclation 22:11.
The only way that anyone could believe
that sanctification was not a salvation
issue is to acccpt the evangelical concept
that sanctification is not part of thc
gospel. It is clear, however, that we arc
justified by faith (Romans 5:1) and that

we arc sanctified by faith (Acts 26:18).
We are justified by the death of Jesus
(Romans 5:9), and we are sanctified by
the same death. Ephesians 5:25-27; He-
brews 13:12; 10:10

Sister White emphasized four great
pillars of our faith: the sanctuary mes-
sage, the law of God, the Sabbath, and
the state of the dead. Counsels lO Writers
and Edirors, 30-31. The servant of the
Lord not only warned against the re-
moval of these pillars, but she also says,
"Not one pin is to be removed from that
which the Lord has established." Evan-
gelism, 224

All five areas that we have discussed
are much more than pins of these great
pillars of our faith. Victorious Christian
living is central to the message of Christ
our righteousness and the keeping of
God's holy, saered law. The human na-
ture of Christ is pivotal to the sanctuary
message as we understand the One who
died for us, who lived a perfect life, who
set us our example, and who is our
faithful, compassionate, ministering
High Priest.

The issue of the final atonement is
also central to the sanctuary message as
Christ, our High Priest, administers in
behalf of His faithful people and pleads
the blood of His saerifice, offering His
life in place of those who have truly
repented and followcd in His example.
The understanding of the nature of sin is
also essential to our keeping of the law
of God, for sin is the antithesis of the
character of God as exemplified in His

law and is the breaking of that law. The
doctrine of sanctification is essential to
our understanding of the Sabbath mes-
sage, for the Sabbath is a sign of sancti-
fication. Exodus 31 :3,13; Ezekiel 20:12

I plead for our leaders to reverse
these false statements and to give leader-
ship that will bring certainty and faith to
our laity. To the pastors I again reiterate,
"Preach the Word." Unto the laity, I say,
"Look not to men, but to God for your
basis of truth and salvation." To help
bring our people back to the purity of the
faith that God delivered to this people,
here arc some suggestions;

1. An immediate reorganization of
our COlleges, making sure that every
teacher believes and is committed to
teaching the pillars of the Advent faith.

2. That pastors, evangelists, Bible
workers and administrators be re-
educated in the truths of Adventism. If
anyone refuses, then he should not have
any further place in the ministry of the
church.

3. That there be worldwide training
of our laity in the truth of the gospel,
possibly through training sessions of the
elders of each church, who in turn would
have the responsibility of sharing the
faith with the members.

4. That no new members be brought
into the church unless there be the fullest
evidence that they do love the Lord with
all their heart and they do understand
and believe the great truths of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

5. That laity be trained to witness
through Bible studies and other methods
to share the message that they are learn-
ing, for such experience will be the
finest way to reinforce truth and to settle
it in their mind. 0

If our salvation depended
on our own efforts, we
could not be saved; bul it
depends on the One who is
behind all the promises.
Our grasp on Him may
seem feeble, but His love is
that of an elder brother; so
long as we maintain our
union with Him, no one can
pluck us out of His hand.-
That I May Know Him, 80
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Lessons

Apostasy
tS' ·ai: ,JD,aj

J
.\

SATAN is the leader of every species
of rebellion today, as he was the

originator of rebellion in the courts of
heaven. Standing next to Christ in
power and glory, yet he coveted the
honor that beionged to the Son. He
desired to be equal with God. To carry
out his purpose, he concealed his true
designs from the angels, and worked
deceptively to secure their allegiance
and honor to himseif. By sly insinua-
tions, by which he made it appear that
Christ had assumed the place that
belonged to him, Lucifer sowed the
seeds of doubt in the minds of many of
the angels; and when he had won their
support, he carried the matter to God,
declaring that it was the sentiment of
many of the heavenly beings that he
should have the preference to Christ.

We shall not at this time follow the
immediate results of Satan's rebellion
and his expulsion from heaven, but let us
consider how his deceptive work is
being continued today among those who
profess to be the loyal people of God. In
the hearts of many church members
there is being carried on today the same
work of rebellion and disaffection, and
the result is injury and weakness to the
church. The artful foe has found a place
in many hearts that should have no room

for the selfish, ambitious principles that
are being promulgated. For years the
enemy has been seeking to bring false
theories into the churches; and God
alone can help us to meet his work
successfully.

Satan sought to produce the same
resulls among the people of Israel as
they journeyed from Egypt to Canaan.
God took Israel from the bondage of
slavery, and under His own guidance
brought them into the Promised Land.
Moses, their visible leader, received in-
struction for them direcUy from God.
But in spite of the wonderful evidences
the people received that God was work-
ing in their behalf, they continually mur-
mured and rebelled. God gave positive
evidence that He rulcd in the hcavens;
again and again rebellion was punished
with death. Only two of those who as
adulls left Egypt, saw the Promised
Land. The wanderings of the people
were extended until the rest were buried
in the wilderness.

Today Satan is using the same de-
vising to introduce the same evils, and
his efforts are followed by the same
resulls that in the days of Israel laid so
many in their graves. Let uS study the
record of how Israel, in the sight of the
mount on which they had shortly before

seen so wondcrful a display of God's
power, were led into idolatry. While
Moses was in the mount with God,
receiving the sacred oracles, the people,
in Aaron's charge, were worshiping a
golden calf, while their leading men
proclaimed the sacrilegious message,
"These be thy gods, 0 israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt." Exodus 32:8

"When the people saw that Moses
delayed to come down out of the mount,
the people gathered themselves together
unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up,
make us gods, which shall go before us;
for as for this Moses, the man that
brought us up out of the land of Egypt,
we wot not what is become of him. And
Aaron said unto them, Break off the
golden earrings, which are in the cars of
your wives, of your sons, and of your
daughters, and bring them unto me. And
all the people brake off the golden ear-
rings which were in their ears, and
brought them unto Aaron. And he re-
ceived them at their hand, and fashioned
it with a graving tool, after he had made
it a mollen calf: and they said, These be
thy gods, 0 israel, which brought thee
up out of the land of Egypt.

"And when Aaron saw it, he built an
allar before it; and Aaron made proela-
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God would have His servants prove their
loyalty by faithfully rebuking transgression,
however painful the act may be

mation, and said, Tomorrow is a feast to
the Lord. And they rose up early on the
morrow, and offered burnt offerings, and
brought peace offerings; and the people
sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up
to play.

"And the Lord said unto Moses, Go,
get thee down; for thy people, which
thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt,
have corrupted themselves: they have
turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them: they have
made them a molten calf, and have
worshipped it, and have sacrificed there-
unto, and said, These be thy gods, 0
Israel, which have brought thee up out of
the land of Egypt." Exodus 32:1-8

From this record we may learn how
little dependence can be placed in men
who trust in men, and do not make God
their reliance. Those who are living in
these last days arc in the greatest danger
of placing their confidence in men rather
than in the true and living God. The Lord
has given instruction that the history of
the apostasy of Israel is now to be
presented, because men who in the past
have had great light have become self-
sufficient, and are looking to men, trust-
ing in human leaders, who are them-
selves practicing evil. Men who ought to
stand as firm as a rock to principle arc
treading in the same path that the
Israelites followed. "Some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils."
othy 4: 1. This is the snare that has come
into our ranks. There are wrong senti-
ments that have to bemet. There are men
who are acting the part of Aaron at the
very time when every soul should be
working to seal the law among God's
disciples. They are building up the very
things that God has specified should not
be built up.

A great deal of time and labor and
anxiety are required to counterwork the
ingenuity of satanic agencies that are
pressing their way among those who arc
ready to accept wrong philosophy, to
cause confusion and division. Every jot
of influence is needed to discern the
great evils o[ Satan's devisings, and to
keep souls [rom being drawn into the net
of the modern Aarons who are saying,
"These be thy gods, 0 Israel, which
brought thee up out of the land of
Egypt."

Long before, the Lord could have
told Moses what was taking place. He
could have revealed that Aaron could
not be depended upon. But for wise and

holy purposes He permitted the evil to
develop. He suffered this shameful rep-
resentation to come to its height. Then
when the ieading men had done all that it
was in their power to do, he sent Moses
down to punish the transgressors. The
Lord sees what is in the hearts of men.
At times He permits evils to take place
that He may prevent still greater evils
that would appear unless He permitted
the designs hidden in human hearts to
work out.

Mark God's words to Moses con-
cerning this apostasy. They "have cor-
rupted themselves," He said: "they have

turned aside quickly out o[ the way
which I commanded them." Every man
is templed when he is drawn aside by his
own lusts.

The fact that Aaron had been blessed
and honored so far above the people was
what made his sin so heinous. It was
Aaron, "the saint of Ihe Lord," that had
made the idol and announced the feast. It
was he who had been appoinled spokes-
man for Moses, and concerning whom
God Himself had testified, "I know that
he can speak well," who had failed to
check the idolaters in their heaven-
daring purpose. He by whom God had
wrought in bringing judgments both
upon the Egyptians and upon their gods,
had heard, unmoved, the proclamation.
"These be thy gods, 0 Israel, which
brought thee up oul of the land of
Egypt." It was he who had been with
Moses in the mounl, and had there be-
held the glory of the Lord, and who had
seen that in the manifestation of that
glory there was nothing of which an
image could be made-it was he who
had changed that glory into the simili-
tude of an ox. He to whom God had
committed the government of the people
in the absence of Moses, was found
sanctioning their rebellion. "The Lord
was very angry with Aaron to have
destroyed him." Deuteronomy 9:20. But
in answer to the earnest intercession of

Moses, his life was spared: and in
penitence and humiliation for his great
sin, he was restored to the favor of God.

If Aaron had had courage to stand for
the right, irrespective of consequences,
he could have prevenled that apostasy. If
he had unswervingly maintained his
own allegiance to God, if he had cited
the people to the perils of Sinai, and had
reminded them of their solemn covenant
with God to obey His law, the evil would
have been checked. BUI his compliance
with the desires of Ihe people, and the
calm assurance with which he proceeded
to carry out their plans, emboldened

them to go to greater lengths in sin than
had before entered their minds.
Of all the sins that God will punish,

none are more grievous in His sight than
those that encourage others to do evil.
God would have His servants prove their
loyalty by faithfully rebuking transgres-
sion, however painful the act may be.
Those who are honored with a divine
commission, are not to be weak, pliant
timeservers. They arc not to aim at
self-exaltation, or to shun disagreeable
duties, but are to perform God's work
with unswerving fidelity.

Only a few days had passed since the
Hebrews made a solemn covenant with
God to obey His voice. They had stood
trembling with terror before the mount,
listening to the words of the Lord, "Thou
shalt have no other gods before me."
"They made a calf in Horeb, and wor-
shipped the molten image. Thus they
changed their glory into the similitude of
an ox." Psalm 106:19. How could great-
er ingratitude have been shown, or more
daring insult offered, to Him who had
revealed Himself to them as a tender
Father and an ail-powerful King?

Moses in the mount was warned of
the apostasy in the camp, and was
directed to return without delay. "Go,
get thee down," the Lord said; "for thy
people, which thou broughtest out of the
land of Egypt, have corrupted them-
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The earnest cry, "I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me," has saved many a soul. If there
were far more urgent intercessions for perishing
souls, there would be far more souls saved

selves: they have turned aside quickly
out of the way which I commanded
them: they have made them a molten
ealf, and have worshipped it, and have
sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be
thy gods, a Israel, which have brought
thee up out of the land of Egypt.

"And the Lord said unto Moses, I
have seen thi people, and, behold, it is a
sliffnecked people: now therefore let me
alone, that my wrath may wax hot
against them, and that I may consume
them: and I will make of thee a great
nation." Exodus 32:7-10

God declared that He would disown
the people. He gave them their true
character-a stiffneckcd people, who
would not respect His law or come under
His rule. "Let me alone," He said to
Moses, "that my wrath may wax hot
against them, and that I may consume
them: and I will make of thee a great
nation."

Moses was tested with the promise
of great honor. The Lord would place
him at the head of a great nation. Had
Moses possessed a narrow, selfish spirit,
how quickly he would have grasped
such an offer. But he would not listen to
the promise of preferment. He continues
to plead for the erring people. His one
great desire is that the glory ofGod shall
be maintained. Above all else he longs
for the salvation of this people for whom
the Lord has worked so wondrously.
Their remarkable experience in escaping
from slavery, the night from Egypt, the
passage through the Red Sea-these are
stamped on his mind as if graven in a
rock, and he will not let Israel go.

Oh, the power of prayer! Moses fills
his mouth with arguments that express
his own faith in God; and the Lord, who
is testing and trying him, is not angry
with him because of his importunity.
God had said, "Thy people, which thou
broughtest out of the land of Egypt." But
in his prayer Moses denies this honor. In
humble, but determined assurance, he
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turns the people back upon God. They
are Thy people, he says. Thou art their
God and Owner. Thou broughtest them
forth out of the land of Egypt. I did only
what Thou commandest me. I was but
Thine instrument, obeying the orders
Thou gayest me. Thou, and Thou alone,
couldst do this work. The eyes of all the
nations are upon Israel, a people so
strongly saved. Oh, do not permit the
throne of Thy glory to be disgraced!

"Lord," he pleads, "why doth thy
wrath wax hot againstlhy people, which
thou hast brought forth out of the land of

Egypt with great power, and with a
mighty hand'! Wherefore should the
Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief
did he bring them out, to slay them in the
mountains, and to consume them from the
face of the earth. Turn from thy fierce
wrath, and repelll [What an argument!] of
this evil against thy people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy servants,
to whom thou swarest by thine own self,
and saidst unto them, I will multiply your
seed as the stars of heaven, and all this
land that I have spoken of will I give unto
your seed, and they shall inherit it for
ever." 32:11-13

As Moses interceded for Israel, his
timidity was lost in his deep interest and
love for those for whom he had, in the
hands of God, been the means of doing
much. The Lord listened to his plead-
ings, and granted his unselfish prayer.
God had proved His servant, He had
tested his faithfulness and his love for
that erring, ungrateful people, and nobly
had Moses endured the trial. His interest
in Israel sprang from no selfish motives.
The prosperity of God's chosen people
was dearer to him than personal honor,
dearer than the privilege of becoming
the father of a mighty nation. God was
pleased with his faithfulness, his sim-
plicity of heart, and his integrity, and He
committed to him, as a faithful shep-
herd, the great charge of leading Israel to
the Promised Land.

The record shows that prayers of
faith, though offered by frail human
beings, have power with God. The
earnest cry, "I will not let thee go, except
thou bless me," (Genesis 32:26) has
saved many a soul. If there were far
marc urgent intercessions for pcrishing
souls, there would be far more souls
saved. Of Christ it is written, "He saw
that there was no man, and wondered
that there was no intercessor: therefore
his arm brought salvation unto him; and
his righteousness, it sustained him."
Isaiah 59: 16. He wondered that there
was no man who would lay hold by faith
on his fellow men, and save them with
fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating
even the garments spotted by the flesh.

'"He put on righteousness as a breast-
plate." Christ was not covering up the
sins of the transgressor, but was making
the most determined effort to bring the
sinner to a sense of the sinfulness of sin.
His own hatred of sin, his own integrity,
brought salvation to the sinner. "He put
on righteousness as a breastplate, and an
helmet of salvation upon his head; and
he put on the garments of vengeance for
clothing, and was clad with zeal as a
cloak. According to their accord-
ingly he will repay, fury to his adversar-
ies, recompense to his enemies; to the
islands he will repay recompense. So
shall they fear the name of the Lord from
the west, and his glory from the rising of
the sun. When the enemy shall come in
like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord shall
lift up a standard against him. And the
redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto
them that turn from transgression in
Jacob, saith the Lord. As for me, this is
my covenant with them, saith the Lord:
My Spirit that is upon thee, and my
words which I have put in thy mouth,
shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out
of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the
mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord,
from henceforth and forever." Isaiah
59:17-21

"And Moses turned, and went down
from the mount, and the two tables of the
testimony were in his hand: the tables
were writtcn on both their sides; on the
one side and on the other were they
written. And the tabies were the work of
God, and the writing was the writing of
God, graven upon the tables.

"And when Joshua heard the noise of
the people as they shouted, he said unto
Moses, There is a noise of war in the
camp. And he said, It is not the voice of
them that shout for mastery, neither is it



God is the guardian as well as the sovereign of
His people. He cuts off those who are
determined upon rebellion, that they may not
lead others to ruin

the voice of them that cry for being
overcome: but the noise of them that
sing do I hear.
"And it came to pass, as soon as he

came nigh unto the camp, that he saw
the calf, and the dancing: and Moscs'
anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables
out of his hands, and brake them beneath
the mount. And he took thc calf which
they had made, and burnt it in the fire,
and ground it to powder, and strawed it
upon the water, and made the children of
Israel drink of it.

"And Moses said unto Aaron, What
did this people unto thee, that thou hast
brought so great a sin upon them?"
Exodus 32:15-21. The sin of idolatry is
a fearful sin, and Aaron, as a magistrate,
should have faithfully discharged his
duty, instead of engaging with the
people in sin. It was Moses who in-
terceded with God to sparc his life.
Aaron was saved by the prayer of
Moses. Aaron did rcpcnt, or the Lord
would not have pardoned his transgres-
sion. He did not stand out in rebellion,
but took his stand with Moses; and
notwithstanding he had taken sides with
the idolaters, he was savcd.

All the people had the opportunity
of demonstrating their repentance, and
thus saving their lives. "Moses stood in
the gate of the camp, and said, Who is
on the Lord's side? let him come unto
me. And ail the sons of Levi gathered
themselves together unto him." Exodus
32:26. All were given the opportunity to
be loyal to God. Ail who humbled
themselves before Him, and placed
themselves on His side, showing that
they desired to obey Him, would be
pardoned, while those who would not
yield would condemn themselves as
rebels. There would be no excuse for
them. All were given the opportunily of
repudiating their past idolatrous con-
duet, and of showing their determina-
tion to be truc. But in the very presence
of God many refused to repent. They
were stubborn in their rebellion.

To the sons of Levi, who had taken
their stand with him, Moses said,
"Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put
every man his sword by his side, and
go in and out from gate to gate
throughout the camp, and slay every
man his brother, and every man his
companion, and every man his neigh-
bor. And the children of Levi did ac-
cording to thc word of Moses: and
there fell of the people that day about
three thousand men. For Moscs had

said, Consecrate yourselves today to
the Lord, even every man upon his son,
and upon his brother; that he may be-
stow upon you a blessing this day."
Exodus 32:27-29
The Israelites had becn guilty of

treason, and that against a King who
had loaded them with benefits, and
whose authority they had voluntarily
pledgcd themselvcs to obcy. That the
divine government might be main-
tained, justice must be visited upon the
traitors. Yet cven here God's mercy was
displayed. While He maintained His
law, He granted freedom of choice and
opportunity for repentance for all. Only
those were cut off who persisted in
rebellion.

Love no less than justice demanded
that for this sin judgment should be
inOicted. God is the guardian as well as
thc sovcreign of His pcople. He cuts off
those who are determined upon rebel-
lion, that they may not lead othcrs to
ruin. In sparing thc life of Cain, God had
demonstrated to the universe what
would bc the result of pcrmitting sin to
go unpunished. The inl1uence exertcd
upon his desccndants by his life and

tcaching led to the state of corruption
that demanded the destruction of the
wholc world by a 110o<!. The history of
the antediluvians testifics that long life
is not a blcssing to the sinner; God's
great forbcarance did not repress their
wickedness. The longer men lived, the
more corrupt they became.

So with the apostasy at Sinai. Un-
less punishment had bcen specdily vis-
ited upon transgression, the same re-
sults would have again been seen. The
earth would have become as corrupt as
in the days of Noah. Had these trans-
gressors becn sparcd, cvils would have
followed greatcr than rcsultcd from
sparing the life of Cain. It was the
mercy of God that thousands should
suffer, to prevent the necessity of visit-
ing judgment upon millions. In order to

savc the many, He must punish the few.
Furthermore, as the peoplc had cast off
their allegiance to God, they had for-
feited the divine protection, and, de-
prived of their defense, the whole na-
tion was exposed to the power of their
enemies. Had not the evil been
promptly put away, they would soon
have fallen a prey to their numcrous and
powerful foes. It was necessary for the
good of [srael, and was also a lesson to
all succeeding generations, that crime
should be promptly punished. And it
was no lcss a mcrcy to the sinncrs
themselves that thcy should be cut short
in their evil course. Had their lives been
spared, the same spirit that led them to
rebel against God would have been
manifested in hatred and strife among
themselves, and they would have even-
tually destroyed one another. It was in
love to the world, in love to Israel, and
even to the transgressors, that crime
was punished with swift and terrible
severity.

In this our day, when many, even
among those who claim to be numbered
among God's people, are not fully de-
cided as to the right course, the Lord is

calling for men who wiJl move stead-
fastly in the path that Hc has marked out,
and with unshaken determination carry
out His purposes. Those who occupy
positions of responsibility should know
what saith the Lord. Likc Moses of old,
they should stand unllinchingly for the
right, stemming the current of evil. In
the critical times in which we 3re Jiving,
men of determination arc needed-men
who will stand stimy for the truth at all
times and under all circumstances--men
who, when they see that others arc be-
coming untrue to principle, will lift their
voice in warning against the danger of
apostasy. 0

Review and Herald, vol. 5, 493-4%
(February 4 and 11, 1909)
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Presenting God's Plan
to Restore the Family

Jim IIohnbeqier Tape 1

If you arc facing a family crisis or arc attempting to
correct a chronically dysfunctional family situation, you
cannot afford to be without this life-changing
information. Or, if yours is a happy marriage and home,
but you would like to learn how to make it even better,
you will discover that the most eITective techniques arc
those God designed. And these presentations reveal God's
solutions.

You may purchase these tapes from Hope
International individually, or as a set (all ofone speaker's
talks) or all 8 videos (approximately 15 hours), for just
$9S-and save $65 over the individual prices listed below.

The complete series of 15 audio cassettes is available
(one topic per tape) for $30. You may order separate audio
Lapcs for $2.50 each.

Please send 15% for shipping with all orders.
WashiJlgton residents add 7.5% sales tax.

"Dead to Self, Alive to Christ"; "Let No Man Separate"
"Living Faith"; "Speak, Lord, far Thy Servant Hcarcth"

"Redeeming the Time"
"God's Grace---A Personal Te..':itirnony"; "Self
Government"

Tape 2 HEvil Sumlising, Beneficial Devising.-;"; "Christ Our
Constant Companion"

Tape l "Redemptive Discipline": "Finance and
Indebtedness"

Tape 2 "Fanlily Recreation"; "Family Worship"

Tape 2
Tape 3
Tape 4
Tape 1

Yidmtt 1OP1C(S)
"Ready for the Hour: Unprepared for the
Moment"; "Issucs, Issucs, the

Sr'fJ\ICFH

'IbmWaters

These presentations arc a must for
church groups, families, ministers, or
Christian counselors who arc searching
for God's answers to the problem of
how to save the family.

DOES anyone doubt that the family is in crisis in the
1990s? But who knows what to do about it? Many

people arc attempting to provide sage advice, as
better-marriage and child-management books proliferate,
and as family-counseling centers do a thriving business.

God tells us in the Scriptures, however, that the
wisdom of this world is foolishness in His sight. He
counsels us to turn to Him, the only genuine Source of
wisdom, for help and guidance.

Two couples did just lhat, and it changed their lives.
They found in the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy the
true sccrets--God's sccrets--of a joyous marriage and a
happy household. They discovered how to give to each
other and to their children what they 1110st need, and the

were amazing-so much so that they felt
compelled to share their exciting discoveries with olhers.

Hope International is proud to oUer a series of audio
and video presentations, recorded at Hope's January 1993
Week of Prayer, by three of the
founders of Restoration International:
Tom and Alane Waters and Jim
Hohnberger.

These tapes deal with such vital
topies as couple communication, child
discipline, and family finances. The
approach to every subject is decidedly
Christ-centered and Bible-based.

Hope International
P.O. Box 940
Eatonville, WA 98328
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